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WTSC collaborates with Tribal Nations, 
communities, partners, and other state 
agencies to achieve Target Zero – 
Washington State’s Strategic Highway Safety 
Plan of zero deaths and zero serious injuries. 

OUR VISION: A Washington where we all 
work together to travel safely on our 
roadways.

OUR MISSION: We connect communities 
and Tribal Nations with resources 
to build a positive traffic safety culture.
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Seatbelts
The simplest protection in a crash is also 
is also one of the most effective.

Buckle up saves lives.

Buckle Up
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2015–2024

• 59% of AI/AN unrestrained motor vehicle 
vehicle occupants fatalities were female.
female.

• One in five AI/AN female motor vehicle 
vehicle passenger fatalities were restrained.
restrained.

47%
of all fatally injured 
AI/AN occupants were 
unrestrained.

6.9x
AI/AN unrestrained 
fatality rate is 6.9 
times higher than 
other groups.
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Impairment
Alcohol and drug impairment reduce 
reaction time, judgment, and control.

Impairment changes every decision behind the wheel.

Drive Sober

Impairment belongs 
before a crash, not 
behind the wheel.
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2015–2024

Impairment remains a major factor in AI/AN 
fatalities. 

50%
of all fatalities across 
Washington State are 
due to an impaired 
driver.

5.3x
AI/AN impaired driver 
involved fatality rate 
is 5.3 times higher 
than other groups.
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Speed
Higher speed means 
less time to react and 
more force in every 
crash.

Speed turns mistakes into fatal ones.

Slow Down

Speed magnifies both 
risk and harm.
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2015–2024

79% of AIAN speeding involved fatalities also 
involved impairment. 

24%
of all AIAN fatalities 
are due to a speeding 
driver.

3.2x
AI/AN speeding 
involved fatality rate 
is 3.2 times higher 
than other groups.
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Transition 4

Distraction
Eyes off the road, hands off the wheel, 
attention off the task.

A glance away can change a life.

Stay 
Focused
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2015–2024

Distracted driving the only major crash 
factor that has shown an overall decline over 
past 10 year. But fatality rate for this high risk 
driving behavior is starting to increase.

40%
increase of distracted 
driver-involved 
fatalities in last 3 
years.

Other distractions not 
related to device use  
(cellphone) have 
significantly increased 
in past few years.
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Young 
Drivers
Newer drivers face higher risk as 
experience, judgment, and 
exposure intersect.

New to the Road

Young drivers need 
time, practice, and 
protection.

Experience matters on every road.
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2015–2024

28%
of all AI/AN crash 
fatalities are under 
the age of 25.

AI/AN young adults 
more often engage in 
risky driving, 
including impairment, 
speeding, and not 
wearing seat belts.

A high percentage of AI/AN youth delay licensure until 
age 18, bypassing driver education courses that teach 
critical safety skills.
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Watch for People
Pedestrians
People outside vehicles face the least 
protection and some of the greatest 
risk.

Every crossing is a human story. Pedestrian safety is 
traffic safety.
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2015–2024

➢ Pedestrian deaths in Washington State has 
increased 84% in past 10 years.

➢ Pedestrian impairment was found in 44% of 
pedestrian fatalities. 

28%
of all AI/AN fatalities 
were pedestrians.

5.6x
AI/AN pedestrian 
fatality rate is 5.3 
times higher than 
other groups.























2026 Safe Mobility Conference ‹#›

Near-Miss Events based on Trajectory Analysis

PET < 1.5 s, TTC < 0.5 s 

A large truck making a left turn stopped in the middle 
of US 97 for 20 seconds



2026 Safe Mobility Conference ‹#›

Near-Miss Events based on Trajectory Analysis

Post-Encroachment Time (PET), Time-to-Collision (TTC)  

Deceleration (60 mph to 20 mph in 1.5 s) to avoid a crash

PET = 2.0 s PET = 1.2 s
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