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Information for Today’s Call 

• Welcome & Introduction: Bridget Canniff

• Announcements, Events, & Resources

• Public Health Update – Tribal Injury 
Prevention Program: Erin Nelson

• Partner Updates

• Questions & Comments

• Please place yourself on mute 
unless speaking

• Please sign in, using chat box, 
with your full name and 
tribe/organization

• Use the chat box for 
questions, for Q&A after 
updates and announcements

Agenda



https://www.indiancountryecho.org


Weekly Update Schedule Preview: February

February 18: Pertussis & Other Respiratory Illness Surveillance Updates

February 25: Legislative & Policy Updates, Health Policy Team

Visit www.npaihb.org/weeklyupdate for upcoming topics, 
past presentations, and more!

http://www.npaihb.org/weeklyupdate


Introducing the Tribal Injury 
Prevention Program
Presented by Erin Nelson, TIPCAP Coordinator



Environmental Public Health Team



Our Tribal Injury 
Prevention 
Program

• Focus on unintentional injuries as a leading cause of morbidity and mortality in tribal communities

• The program works with communities to create culturally relevant, evidence-based strategies

• Goals: Injury prevention program development, implementation, evaluation, training, and resource 
development

• Key Components:
• Community Education & Awareness, Capacity Building & Training, Infrastructure & Environmental 

Safety, Policy Advocacy & Development, and Emergency Response Enhancement



Areas of Expansion

• Implementing solutions to prevent accidental 
firearm access.

• Addressing suicide prevention through secure 
storage options.

Lock Box/Trigger 
Locks for Firearm 

Safety

• Targeting safety measures to reduce falls among 
elders.

• Focus on strategies to minimize hip fractures and 
related injuries.

Elder Falls 
Prevention

• Installing reliable smoke detectors for early 
detection and response.

Fire Prevention 
and Smoke 
Detectors

• Importance of helmets to reduce risk of head 
injuries while biking.Helmet and 

Bicycle Safety







https://tinyurl.com/2025TPHEPRegistration
https://tinyurl.com/MuckleshootHotel
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2025_call_for_presenters
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TPHEP2025vendor


De-escalation Training
• Have been approached by a tribe requesting this training

• In development
• Healthcare environments can be highly volatile and 
unpredictable.
• Importance of training in de-escalation techniques to ensure 
safety for staff and patients.

• Awareness: Recognizing signs of escalating behaviors.
• Body Language: Utilizing non-verbal cues to defuse 

tension.
• Communication: Effective language techniques to calm 

situations.
• De-escalation training is crucial for creating a safer and more 
effective healthcare environment.
• Empowering staff with skills to manage and mitigate 
potential conflicts ensures a positive impact on patient outcomes 
and staff well-being.



Child Passenger Safety
• Car seat check-up and distribution events

• We’ll travel to your tribe to hold events with you
• Community car seat use data collection

• Data collected is applicable to the BIA Indian Highway Safety Program 
Grants

• Safe Native American Passengers (SNAP) classes
• Free child safety seat use education

• Child Passenger Safety Technician Certification Courses





Who We Serve

Focus on all tribal community 
members

High-risk groups: Elders, children, 
individuals in areas with known 
safety hazards

Collaboration with communities to 
address their specific needs

• Colville Tribe: Reduced motor 
vehicle fatalities through 
community-driven child safety 
initiatives

• Nez Perce Tribe: Significant 
improvements in child passenger 
safety, reducing fatalities

Success Stories



Our Focus: Pedestrian 
Safety

• Identifying pedestrian safety risks in 
communities

• Evaluating data on pedestrian injuries and 
fatalities

• Creating Tribal Pedestrian Safety Action Plans 
(TPSAPs)

• Implementing traffic calming measures: 
roundabouts, gateways, pedestrian crossings



Pedestrian cont.

• New report: Pedestrian Safety in 
Tribal Areas

• New assessment tool
• Road Safety Audits
• Site visit with Adam Larsen

• Us Road Assessment Program





Why are Native pedestrian 
fatalities so high?

• The sheer prevalence of high-speed roads with 
few sidewalks in Native communities

• Forcible relocation to communities with high-
speed highways close to homes, schools, 
businesses, and other destinations

• Roads built without regard for the safety of 
surrounding residents, or for cultural practices 
like long distance running

• Lack of funding or jurisdiction to build or 
redesign safe infrastructure

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://usa.streetsblog.org/2024/07/11/six-reasons-why-native-americans-have-the-highest-rate-of-pedestrian-deaths

Picture of Lummi Nation’s Haxton Way Pedestrian Project





What we can 
do
• Help you with data needed to apply 

for infrastructure funding
• Tribal Safety Plan
• Crash data
• Injury-related health care visits

• Technical assistance for funding 
applications 

• Safe States 4 All
• Oregon’s All Roads 

Transportation Safety funds



Funding Opportunities for 
Community Transportation 
Projects
• Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot Program

o No-match grants for transportation safety.
o Up to $27 million available.
o Application opens March 4, 2025.

• Mobility, Access, and Transportation Insecurity (MATI) 
Program
o Reimbursable grants for rural mobility.
o $1.246 million allocated.
o Expression of Interest due March 14, 2025.

• AARP Community Challenge
o Grants $10,000 - $25,000.
o Enhances community spaces and mobility.
o Deadline: March 5, 2025.



Call to Action - Let's Work Together!

• If your community faces motor vehicle accidents, 
pedestrian injuries, or other unintentional injuries 
(such as falls, drowning, fire/burn injuries, 
poisoning/overdose, suicide, or violence-related 
injuries), reach out!

• We want to expand our focus to these additional 
injury prevention areas, but we need to hear 
from communities to better understand their 
needs and priorities.

• Let's collaborate to create tailored solutions and 
improve safety across all areas of injury 
prevention.

• Together, we can build safer environments in 
tribal communities.



Thank You for Your 
Time!

Erin Nelson, Tribal Injury 
Prevention Coordinator
Email: enelson@npaihb.org 
Phone: 971-430-2690

Tribal Injury Prevention Coordinator



24

Partner 
Updates

Comments & 
Questions
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