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Information for Today’s Call 

• Welcome & Introduction: Bridget Canniff

• Announcements, Events, & Resources

• Legislative & Policy Updates

• Tribal & State Partner Updates

• Questions & Comments

• Please place yourself on mute 
unless speaking

• Please sign in, using chat box, 
with your full name and 
tribe/organization

• Use the chat box for 
questions, for Q&A after 
updates and announcements

Agenda



https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/pregnancy-care-echo-program
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/dementia-caregiver-support-echo
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/dementia-echo-program


https://www.indiancountryecho.org/emric-2025
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/emric-2025


Download the 
Celebrating Our Magic Toolkit 2.0

https://www.nativehealthresources.org/resource/
celebrating-our-magic-toolkit-2/

https://www.nativehealthresources.org/resource/celebrating-our-magic-toolkit-2/
https://www.nativehealthresources.org/resource/celebrating-our-magic-toolkit-2/


Healthy Native Youth 
Text Messaging Tools

www.healthynativeyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SMS-campaigns-doc.pdf 

https://www.healthynativeyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SMS-campaigns-doc.pdf


Healthy Native Youth 
Text Messaging Tools

www.healthynativeyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SMS-campaigns-doc.pdf 

https://www.healthynativeyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SMS-campaigns-doc.pdf


Tribal Public Health Emergency Preparedness Conference and Training
May 5-9, 2025

Muckleshoot Casino
2402 Auburn Way S.
Auburn, WA 98002

Registration link:
https://tinyurl.com/2025TPHEPRegistration

Presenter Proposals:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2025_call_for_presenters

Vendor applications:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TPHEP2025vendor

Hotel Reservations

Hotel 
Reservations

Hotel Block: Reduced rate $188.00 rooms available until April 24, 2025.
Call 253-804-4444 and ask for the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board 
Group Rate or scan the QR Code or click the blue button: 

 

https://tinyurl.com/2025TPHEPRegistration
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2025_call_for_presenters
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TPHEP2025vendor
https://tinyurl.com/MuckleshootHotel
http://tinyurl.com/muckleshoothotel
https://tinyurl.com/2025TPHEPRegistration
https://surveymonkey.com/r/2025_call_for_presenters


mailto:rwashakie@npaihb.org
http://tinyurl.com/2025TPHEPRegistration
http://tinyurl.com/2025TPHEPRegistration


Legislative & 
Policy Update

NPAIHB Weekly Update
January 28, 2025



2025 Administrative 
& Legislative 
Priorities

43 responses were collected and 23 of 
43 Tribes were represented in the 
results.

www.npaihb.org/policy/



NPAIHB Letter to New Administration

Tribal Sovereignty

Trust & Trust Responsibility

HHS STAC

Self-Governance

Housing

Non-Competitive Funding

Food



Capitol 
Hill 



Executive Orders
President Trump signed a number of Executive Orders last week. We are highlighting some 

that may impact Indian Country, specifically the Indian Health Service.

Initial Rescissions 
of Harmful 
Executive Orders 
and Actions

Hiring Freeze Return to In-
Person Work

All 
Communications 
Halted via 
memorandum

January 
20

HHS 
Communications

Presented By : Larana Corporatewww.reallygreatsite.com

January 
20

January 
20



Tribal Witness Days 
FY 2026 
Appropriations

Monday, February 3, 2025: Deadline to 
submit request to testify

Tuesday/Wednesday, February 25-26, 
2025: Subcommittee Public Witness 
Hearings

Friday, April 4, 2025: Deadline to submit 
written public testimony for all groups 



Washington State Department of 
Health DSA



CMS 
Updates



CMS SPA Update

• Finalized exceptions to the Medicaid Clinic Services 4-
Walls requirement in the 2025 Hospital Outpatient 
Prospective Payment System final rule​

• 4 Wall Exception at § 42 C.F.R. 440.90(c) ​
• States to submit a Medicaid SPA attesting to coverage of 

IHS/Tribal clinic services outside the 4 Walls by March 31, 
2025​

• Information shared with State Medicaid Offices​



CMS Tribal Technical 
Advisory Group

• Medicare Medicaid Policy Advisory Committee Meeting
• Refocusing priorities
• Health Policy in the 119th Congress

⚬ Block Grants
⚬ Work Requirements
⚬ FMAP adjustments (lower federal share for non-

beneficiaries)
⚬ Medicare Advantage expansion

• Reconciliation Expense Reductions



Dear 
Tribal 
Leader
Letter



FY 2025 Allocation Decision

IHS announced on January 2, 2025 the Fiscal Year 2025 allocation decisions for the 
$700 million appropriated to the IHS in the Infrastructure and Jobs Act



IHS Health Information Technology (HIT) 
Modernization Program
Seeking recommendations and feedback via 
Tribal Consultation and Urban Confer on the 
following topics:

• February 13, 2025 - Breakout Sessions 
with IHS HIT Modernization Program 
Leadership

• May 15, 2025 - Overview of Four 
Directions Warehouse

• August 7, 2025 - Overview of applications 
to be included in PATH EHR

• November 6, 2025 - Review status of pilot 
site activities and upcoming 
implementation milestones



Tribal Advisory Committee 
Vacancies

1. Primary 
(pending)

2.Alternate

1. Alternate 1. Alternate 
(pending)

1. Primary
2.Alternate

HRSA ISAC

Presented By : Larana Corporatewww.reallygreatsite.com

CDC DSTAC



National & Regional Meetings



National & Regional Meetings



National & Regional Meetings



Consultations, Listening Sessions & 
Written Comments

2025 Physician Fee Schedule Webinar​

Webinar: January 30 @ 11:00 
AMCMS Proposed changes to Medicare Part 

C and Part D

Comments Due: January 27

CMS Seeking Input to Protect Medicare 
Beneficiary Identifies

Comments Due: February 17



WEEKLY

QUARTERLY

• Legislative and Policy Update 
Email

• Cindy Darcy’s D.C. Legislative 
UpdatesNPAIHB

Policy
Resources

MONTHLY

• 4th Tuesdays at 10 AM PT on the
NPAIHB Weekly Update via Zoom

• Quarterly Board Meetings

http://www.npaihb.org/weeklyupdate


CATHERINE STENSGARREBECCA DESCOMBESHILARY EDWARDS, JDCANDICE JIMENEZ, MPH

NOOKSACK INDIAN TRIBE
Executive & 

Communications 
Coordinator

cstensgar@npaihb.org

INUPIAQ
Health Policy Assistant

rdescombes@npaihb.org

SWINOMISH INDIAN 
TRIBAL COMMUNITY

General Counsel
hedwards@npaihb.org

CONFEDERATED TRIBES 
OF WARM SPRINGS

Chief of Staff
cjimenez@npaihb.org

OUR TEAM MEMBERS



30

Partner 
Updates

Comments & 
Questions
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