
NPAIHB COVID-19 Weekly 
Update

Please sign in using the chat box: 
Enter the tribe or organization you are representing 
and names of all people participating with you today



Information for Today’s Call 

• Welcome & Introduction: Chairman Lewis

• NPAIHB COVID-19 Situation Report: Celeste Davis

• Wildfire Update:  Ryan Sealy

• Indian Health Service Update: Dean Seyler, Geniel 
Harrison, Ashley Tuomi

• Legislative and Policy Update: Candice Jimenez and Liz 
Coronado

• State Partner Updates: 
• Washington:  Lou Schmitz, Tamara Fife, Jessie Dean, and 

Tam Lutz
• Oregon: Julie Johnson, Candice Jimenez, and Sue Steward
• Idaho: Joyce Broadsword, and Jessica Leston

• Please place yourself on mute 
unless speaking

• Sign in, using chat box, with 
your tribe/organization and 
names of all participants

• Use the chat box for 
questions, for Q&A after 
updates and announcements

Agenda Guidelines



NPAIHB COVID-19 Situation Report
Celeste Davis



Upcoming Indian Country ECHO telehealth opportunities
• Pharmacy Led SUD ECHO – 1st & 3rd Tuesday of every month at 10am PT:

• Today at 10am PT (Topic: Harm Reduction)
• To learn more and join: https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/ 

pharmacist-led-sud/

• Virtual Care Implementation ECHO – 3rd Tuesday of every month at 12pm 
PT:

• Today at 12pm PT (Topic: Telemedicine Implementation 
Checklist) 

• To learn more and join: https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/virtual-
care-implementation/

• COVID-19 ECHO – 1st & 3rd Wednesday of every month at 12pm PT:

• Wednesday, August 18th at 12pm PT (Topic: Long COVID-19)
• To learn more and join: https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/covid-19/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/pharmacist-led-sud/
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/virtual-care-implementation/
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/covid-19/


Wildfire Update
Ryan Sealy

Information and Resources for Public Health
Environmental Public Health Program







Main smoke producers:
Bootleg Fire (SE OR), 
Patton Meadow (N. CA)
Bull Complex and Middle 
Fork Complex (Central 
OR), Schneider Springs 
(Central WA)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fire outlook – shows potential for fires each month. July looks okay right now but will be changing by August -  already starting to see some fires
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png 



Key Points

 Wildfire smoke is a hazardous mixture of air pollutants

 Climate change impacts in the Northwest are projected to increase fire 
activity, extreme heat events, lead to water supply shortages, coastal sea 
rise, and many other ecosystem disruptions and alterations1

 Exposure to air pollutants in wildfire smoke can irritate the lungs, cause 
inflammation, alter immune function, and increase susceptibility to 
respiratory infections, likely including COVID-19

 Recent research suggests that air pollutant exposure worsens COVID-19 
symptoms and outcomes2, 3



Wildfire Smoke and At-Risk Populations
 The most vulnerable among us:

 Children, the youngest are the most vulnerable

 Elders, 65 years old and older

 Pregnant women

 People with existing chronic diseases, especially asthma, COPD, heart 
disease, and diabetes

 Outdoor workers

 People who have inadequate housing, low SES, and other social and 
environmental disparities



Actions to Minimize Health Impacts from 
Wildfire Smoke

 Reduce wildfire smoke exposure through seeking clean air shelters or cleaner 
air spaces

 This could be complicated due to COVID-19 and social distancing 
requirements

 Create a cleaner air space in your home

 Portable air cleaners can help protect from wildfire smoke and COVID-19 
or other respiratory diseases

 Whenever possible, use air conditioners, heat pumps, fans, and window 
shades to keep your cleaner air space comfortably cool on hot days

 For forced-air HVAC systems, install HEPA or high-rated MERV filters and use 
recirculation settings to reduce indoor smoke



DIY 70$



Actions to Minimize Health Impacts from 
Wildfire Smoke

 Avoid activities that create more indoor and outdoor air pollution, such as 
frying foods, sweeping, vacuuming, and using gas-powered appliances

 Limit outdoor exercise when it is smoky outside or choose lower-intensity 
activities to reduce smoke exposure

 N-95 respirators provide protection from wildfire smoke 

 BUT... Cloth face masks or coverings offer little protection against 
hazardous air pollutants in smoke



Actions to Take if Evacuation is Required
 Stock up on medicine. Store a 7 to 10-day supply of prescription medicines in a 

waterproof, childproof container to take with you if you evacuate

 In anticipation of a potential evacuation, consider developing a family disaster 
plan

 Pay attention to local guidance about updated plans for evacuations and shelters, 
including shelters for pets

 When you check on neighbors and friends before evacuating, be sure to follow 
social distancing measures to protect yourself and others

 If you need to go to a disaster shelter, follow CDC recommendations for staying 
safe and healthy in public disaster shelter during the COVID-19 pandemic



Tribal Air Quality Programs: Your Local 
Resource
 Often operated out of Natural Resources Program 

 Expertise in indoor and outdoor air quality

 Monitor smoke conditions, communicate forecasts

 Valuable partners on 

 Communicating local air conditions

 Preparing for/responding to wildfire smoke

 Supporting cleaner indoor air spaces, making DIY filter fans

 Identifying safer cleaning products

 Wildfire outreach materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Many Tribal Natural Resources Departments have Tribal Air Programs and/or staff with expertise in air quality
Many Tribal air staff have been trained on both indoor and outdoor air quality and monitor smoke conditions to provide forecasts for the communities – potential areas of collaboration:
Outreach/messaging to community or at-risk groups about air quality conditions and safety measures – examples
Colville brochure and website
Quinault air program outreach on COVID cleaning/disinfecting �Link: DIY Homemade Hand Sanitizer�Link: Proper Disinfecting Steps�Video Link: DIY Homemade Hand Sanitizer - YouTube Video�Video Link: Proper Disinfecting Steps - YouTube Video 
Resources for clinic staff on air quality topics, if needed – e.g. safer cleaning and disinfection, air quality monitoring, where to find smoke forecasts, how to prepare a clean room, etc.
Some tribes run their own air quality monitors for PM2.5 – some regulatory monitors, some are low-cost sensors that are used indoors and out
Tribes can borrow air monitoring equipment from EPA in the NW if they get trained – may tribal air staff have been – see equipment at https://www.epa.gov/r10-tribal/portable-air-monitoring-device-loan-program-region-10-tribes#equipment 
Can connect to other resources such as Tribal Healthy Homes Network for direct technical assistance www.thhnw.org 
 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quick examples of tribal air program outreach – Colville smoke brochure, Nez Perce FB post, Quinault website resources on COVID/IAQ



NW Tribes with Air Quality Programs 
Contact mctigue.erin@epa.gov if you need staff contact 
information.

 Tulalip

 Chehalis

 Swinomish

 Quinault

 Makah

 Yakama

 Colville

 Kootenai

 Spokane

 Puyallup

 Umatilla

 Coos, Lower Umpqua, Siuslaw 

 Warm Springs

 Burns Paiute

 Coeur d’Alene

 Kalispel

 Shoshone-Bannock

 Nez Perce

mailto:mctigue.erin@epa.gov


Stay in the loop

 See state wildfire smoke blogs

 Join daily wildfire response calls
when fires are active. Tribes are 
welcome. Share concerns and hear 
updates.

 Use Airnow.gov – web & app: smoke 
info,  “Wildland Fire Health Guide for 
Public Health Officials”

 See state wildfire response plans

 Smoke sense app – real-time smoke 
info + option to share smoke related 
symptoms with EPA
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 COVID-19 Considerations for Cleaner Air Shelters and Cleaner Air Spaces to Protect the Public 
from Wildfire Smoke

 Natural Disasters and Severe Weather: Wildfires

 Protect Yourself from Wildfire Smoke

 Wildfire Smoke: A Guide for Public Health Officials

 Tribal Healthy Homes Network, https://thhnw.org/

 Northwest Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit, 
https://deohs.washington.edu/pehsu/
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Indian Health Service Update
Dean Seyler, Geniel Harrison, Ashley Tuomi



Legislative and Policy Update
Candice Jimenez and Liz Coronado

August 17, 2021– Virtual Update



Legislative and Policy Update Agenda

•Legislative Updates
•Domestic Spending Plan
•Administrative & Regulatory Updates
•Upcoming Tribal Consultations
•Upcoming Regional & National Meetings
•NPAIHB Policy Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember to look for the Legislative and Policy Update e-mails coming from the Board.  They will include links to our new streamlined Federal Health Agency and Congressional Tracker / or "FHACT" tracker, along with lists of upcoming regional and national meetings and/or hearings, as well as updates and reminders regarding upcoming consultations and comment deadlines.




Legislative Updates

• Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act Update
o U.S. Senate passed this bipartisan infrastructure package.

o The U.S. House of Representatives is expected to vote and approve on the final passage 
of this bill when it returns from recess on August 23.

•FY 2022 Budget Resolution passed in the Senate

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bipartisan infrastructure updates: 
This bill contains $550 Billion in new spending and additional funds for existing programs. 
Most notably, the bill includes $3.5 Billion for the Indian Health Service (IHS) Sanitation Facilities program and $1 Billion for Tribal Broadband. It also amends the fiscal 2021 omnibus spending and coronavirus relief to expand the availability of Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program grants.
House leaders took the unexpected step of cutting their seven-week recess short. The chamber will return to session on Aug. 23 to start debate on both the bipartisan infrastructure package and the $3.5 trillion budget resolution. Speaker Nancy Pelosi has indicated that the chamber wont take up the bipartisan bill until Senate Democrats pass a separate and more expansive package without GOP votes under budget reconciliation.  

Biden’s Build Back Better Plan - $3.5 trillion domestic spending plan
To address priorities such as climate change, the tax code, health care, and immigration
The Budget Resolution also authorized advanced appropriations for IHS, including health care facilities, at level funding provided for FY 2022 and FY 2023.
 Incorporates reconciliation instructions with the following: 
$20.5 billion for the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs
$1.8 trillion investment for working families, elderly, and environment and historic tax cut for those making less than $400k to the Finance Committee
$726 billion for the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions







Administrative and Regulatory Updates
• ACIP and FDA recommends third dose (Pfizer or Moderna) for 
some immunocompromised community members & CDC Webinar 
today following update

• Health IT Modernization Project Update
• IHS posted the draft Statement of Objectives 
• IHS issued DTLL Aug. 9, 2021
• Tribal comments are due Sep. 6, 2021

• Not Invisible Joint Commission on Reducing Violent Crime 
Against Indians 

• Nominations are due Sep. 20, 2021 to consultation@bia.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices/CDC recommended and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued Emergency Use Authorizations (EUA) for an additional dose of mRNA COVID-19 vaccines (Pfizer or Moderna) for moderately to severely immunocompromised people. People with immunocompromising conditions or who take immunosuppressive medications or therapies are at increased risk for severe COVID-19. 
Studies indicate that some immunocompromised people have a reduced immune response following a primary COVID-19 vaccine series compared to vaccine recipients who are not immunocompromised. Studies have further demonstrated that an additional mRNA COVID-19 vaccine dose after an initial 2-dose primary mRNA COVID-19 vaccine series in some immunocompromised populations may enhance immune response.
The CDC will be holding a webinar TODAY on August 17th regarding the additional mRNA COVID-19 vaccines for moderately to severely immunocompromised peopled: Tuesday, August 17, 2021 from 11:00am to Noon. (We can put this in the chat)
Webinar link: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2021/callinfo_081721.asp / Webinar ID: 160 213 0331; Passcode: 549822 / Dial-In: 1 (669) 254 5252 or 1 (646) 828 7666 or 1 (669) 216-1590 or 1 (551) 285-1373.

At the end of last month, IHS posted the draft Statement of Objectives (SOO) to solicit information and sources for the Health IT Modernization Project.  Dear Tribal Leader Letter was posted yesterday on the SOO.  Tribal comments are due September 6, 2021.  We are working on Portland Area specific comments. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs is soliciting nominations from Tribes to serve on the Joint Commission to develop recommendations to the Secretary and Attorney General on actions the federal government can take to increase intergovernmental coordination to identify and combat violent crime in Indian Country.   Looking for tribal representation 

Medicare Physician Fee Schedule Proposed Rule.  CMS released a proposed rule on Jul 23, 2021 that expands certain telehealth services currently allowed during the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency, includes Part B payment issues, solicits comments on tribal FQHC payments and vaccine administration, and proposes other Medicare payment policy changes.   
Comments are due Sep 13, 2021 

Medicare Proposed Rule on Home Health Value Based Purchasing. Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) published on Jul 7, 2021 that expands the Home Health Value-Based Purchasing Model to all 50 states (currently a demonstration project in nine states, including Washington). The NPRM also modifies the Home Health Quality Reporting Program, updates home health and home infusion payment rates, and makes permanent specific regulatory blanket waivers implemented during the COVID-19 public health emergency. 
Comments are due by Aug 27, 2021.  


mailto:consultation@bia.gov


Upcoming Tribal Consultations 
• U.S. Department of Justice Office of Violence Against Women 
16th Annual Government-to-Government Tribal Consultation

• Tuesday, Aug 17 – Friday, Aug 20, 2021 10-2 pm Pacific
• Written comments due Sep 20, 2021

• IHS Mandatory Funding Tribal Consultation
• Wednesday, Aug 25, 2021 10-1pm Pacific
• Wednesday, Sep 1, 2021 11-2pm Pacific
• Written comments due Sep 3, 2021

• 105(l) Leases Tribal Consultation
• Friday, Aug 27, 2021 10-1 pm Pacific
• Written comments due Sep 13, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Office on Violence Against Women is a grant-making agency in the U.S. Department of Justice. Under §903 of Title IX of the United States Department of Justice Reauthorization and Violence Against Women Act of 2005 (VAWA 2005), OVW is responsible for conducting annual government-to-government consultations with the leaders of all Federally recognized Indian tribal governments on behalf of the United States Attorney General. ��The purpose of the consultation is to solicit recommendations from tribal government leaders on the following topics:�(1) Administering tribal funds and programs;�(2) Enhancing the safety of Indian women from domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, homicide, stalking, and sex trafficking;�(3) Strengthening the federal response to such crimes; and,�(4) Improving access to local, regional, State, and Federal crime information databases and criminal justice information systems.

Last week, HHS issued a DTLL initiating tribal consultation on mandatory funding approaches for the Indian Health Service.  HHS is seeking feedback on the following questions: 1. what is the appropriate funding level for a mandatory funding proposal? What is the appropriate growth pattern for a mandatory funding proposal? What is the appropriate appropriations structure for a mandatory funding proposal? 

IHS issued a DTLL announcing tribal consultation on 105l leases requirements and payments 




Upcoming Deadlines

• OMH Tribal Advisory Committee 
• Comments due Aug. 20, 2021

• Reminder! Region 10 Tribal Consultation Testimony
• Due Sep. 3, 2021 to consultation@hhs.gov

• IHS Mandatory Funding Approaches Consultation
• Written comments due Sep. 3, 2021

• IHS Health Information Technology (HIT) Modernization
• Written comments due Sep. 6, 2021 on SOO.

• CDC Tribal Consultation on Tribal Consultation Policy
• Written testimony due Sep. 7, 2021 to tribalsupport@cdc.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OMH  is seeking tribal input on establishing a TAC to advise the Office of Minority Health on the structure and function of the Center for Indigenous Innovation and Health Equity.  Tribal consultation was held during the 2021 HHS Regional Tribal Consultation Meetings.  

The CDC is seeking feedback on how the agency can improve its policies and practices to better engage with Indian Country through meaningful consultation. This feedback will be used to edit the current CDC's Consultation Policy. All elected Tribal officials are encouraged to submit written Tribal testimony

mailto:consultation@hhs.gov
mailto:tribalsupport@cdc.gov


Upcoming Regional & National Meetings
Aug 17 NIH TAC Monthly Meeting

11:00 AM Pacific

Aug 18 Tribal Leaders Diabetes Committee (TLDC) Monthly Call
1:00 PM Pacific

Aug 19 DSTAC Monthly Meeting
12:00 PM Pacific 

Aug 24 IHS Director’s Advisory Workgroup on Tribal Consultation
12:00 PM Pacific

Aug 25 HHS Tribal Consultation on Mandatory Funding
10:00 AM Pacific

Aug 25 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) TAC Sub-Committee Monthly Meeting
11:00 AM Pacific

Please contact Liz Coronado at ecoronado@npaihb.org or Candice
Jimenez at cjimenez@npaihb.org for more information on any of these
meetings.

mailto:ecoronado@npaihb.org
mailto:cjimenez@npaihb.org


NPAIHB Policy Resources
• Weekly – COVID-19 Call Lists (Mondays)

• Weekly – Legislative and Policy Updates (Tuesdays)
o Federal Health Agency and Congress Tracker (FHACT)

• Weekly – Cindy Darcy’s D.C. Legislative Update (Fridays)

• Monthly – Tribal Advisory Committee updates

• NPAIHB COVID-19 Funding Chart
• Emailed Aug 2, 2021; will be included in the Leg and Policy Update 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FHACT provides an ongoing list of federal health agency actions, dear tribal leader letters, and house and senate bills introduced by the 117th congress.  



Questions or Comments

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Candice Jimenez, cjimenez@npaihb.org
Liz Coronado, ecoronado@npaihb.org

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibliography_of_Mount_Rainier_National_Park
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
mailto:cjimenez@npaihb.org
mailto:ecoronado@npaihb.org


State Partner Updates
Washington AIHC/DOH/HCA: Lou Schmitz, Tamara Fife, and Jessie Dean

Oregon OHA: Julie Johnson, Candice Jimenez, and Sue Steward

Idaho DHW: Joyce Broadsword, Liz Coronado, and Jessica Leston



Questions or Comments
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