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Utilizing the State Lab
for Everyday Community Health and Emergency Response

A person was just seen at the 
clinic who might have 

measles – how do we know 
for sure, and know quickly to 

protect the community?

A bat was found at the 
playground while children were 

playing – could the bat have 
rabies?

Are the oysters safe from 
Vibrio to eat?

Do the clams, mussels, oysters 
have biotoxins?

Multiple people have nausea, 
diarrhea, and are vomiting after 
all visiting the casino – is this an 

outbreak? How do we 
respond?What’s the pathogen?

How does Newborn 
Screening and blood spots 

protect our babies?
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In the next 30 minutes….
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In the next 30 minutes….

• To make sure appropriate response and control measures.
• To confirm lab testing (rule out lab error or misdiagnosis).
• To determine the common source and spread of outbreak using 

molecular testing (connect geographically far apart cases).
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Utilizing the State Lab
for Everyday Community Health and Emergency Response
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In the next 30 minutes….

} Overview of Washington State Public Health Laboratories.

} Video highlights of laboratory science and services.
o Newborn Screening for rare, life-threatening but treatable diseases.
o Testing oysters for bacteria Vibrio.
o Testing clinical specimens for measles.
o Testing shellfish for biotoxins.
o Testing radioactive chemicals.
o Testing bats for rabies.
o Testing for potential bioterrorism agents.

} Resources at Washington State Public Health Laboratories.
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Washington Public Health Laboratories

Environmental 
Sciences Microbiology Newborn 

Screening
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} Overview of Washington State Public Health Laboratories.

} Video highlights of laboratory science and services.
o Newborn Screening for rare, life-threatening but treatable diseases.
o Testing oysters for bacteria Vibrio.
o Testing clinical specimens for measles.
o Testing shellfish for biotoxins.
o Testing radioactive chemicals.
o Testing bats for rabies.
o Testing for potential bioterrorism agents.

} Resources at Washington State Public Health Laboratories.

In the next 30 minutes….



Newborn Screening
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28 treatable rare but serious health disorders 
screened at Washington state lab.



Newborn Screening

Video for Newborn Screening Program



Testing for Vibrio bacteria



Testing for Vibrio bacteria

Video for Vibrio Testing



Testing for Measles Virus



Testing for Measles Virus

Video for Measles Testing



Testing for Biotoxins



Testing for Biotoxins

Video for Marine Biotoxins in Shellfish Testing



Testing for Radioactive Chemicals



Testing for Radioactive Chemicals

Video for Radioactive Chemicals Testing



Testing for Rabies Virus



Testing for Rabies Virus

Video for Rabies Testing



Testing for Potential Bioterrorism Agents



Testing for Potential Bioterrorism Agents

Video for Potential Bioterrorism Agents Testing
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} Overview of Washington State Public Health Laboratories.

} Video highlights of laboratory science and services.

} Resources at Washington State Public Health Laboratories.

In the next 30 minutes….
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Testing for Measles
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Testing for MeaslesState of Washington 
Department of Health 

PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORIES 
1610 N.E. 150th Street 

Shoreline, Washington  98155-9701 
Phone: (206) 418-5400 
Fax: (206) 364-0072 

MTS #1327   CLIA #50D0661453 

SEROLOGY/VIROLOGY/HIV 
Public Health Laboratories 

Please Print Clearly 
NAME (LAST) 

  (FIRST) (MI) 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

MALE   FEMALE DATE OF 
  BIRTH 

 MO    DAY    YEAR COUNTY 

CHART OR PATIENT ID #    SUBMITTER’S SPECIMEN # 

PHYSICIAN PHYSICIAN’S PHONE # 

(         )               - 
PHONE # 

(  )  - 

AREA CODE & PHONE # 

(         )               - 
FAX # 

(  )  - 

NAME OF PERSON COMPLETING THIS FORM 

REPORT RESULTS TO: 

FACILITY NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

ZIP CODE COUNTY 

SPECIMEN IS FROM: 

SINGLE CASE 

OUTBREAK 

CONTACT 

CARRIER 

SUSPECTED SOURCE OF INFECTION: 

TRAVEL HISTORY (CONTINUE TRAVEL HISTORY IN COMMENTS, IF NECESSARY: 

VACCINATION HISTORY: 

FOREIGN USA   MO   DAY     YEAR   MO   DAY     YEAR 

  MO   DAY     YEAR   MO   DAY     YEAR 

TO 

TO 
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ATTENTION: (See Instructions on Reverse Side of Form) 

SYPHILIS SEROLOGY VIRUS HIV 

SPECIFIC AGENT SUSPECTED/ TEST REQUESTED:  

FOR PHL USE ONLY 

Lab Number  

Date/Time Received 

DATE  
COLLECTED 

DATE  
OF ONSET 

DATE SENT  
TO STATE 

 MO    DAY    YEAR 

 MO    DAY    YEAR 

 MO    DAY    YEAR 

TIME 
OF DAY ___ : 

TIME 
OF DAY ___ : ___ 

AM 
PM 

AM 

PM 
FATAL? 

YES    NO 

FOR PHL USE ONLY 

TYPE OF SPECIMEN 

SERUM/BLOOD    CSF    NP/THR     

BUCCAL   URINE OTHER (SPECIFY) _________________ 

VIRUS EXAMINATIONS 

SYPHILIS SEROLOGY 

HIV 

Chief Clinical Findings (check system involved and list chief symptoms) 

Respiratory ___________________________________________________________ 

Central Nervous System _________________________________________________ 

Cutaneous Eruptions - Locations & Type  ___________________________________ 

Other  ________________________________________________________________ 
Optimally, collect isolation specimen within 3 days of onset. Submit each specimen as soon 
as collected. Keep at refrigerator temperatures. 24-hour delivery is preferred. 

Diagnostic: [Syphilis Status Unknown; EIA Screen, if reactive, RPR to confirm; 

reflexive TP-PA performed on EIA reactive/RPR non-reactive] 

Previous Syphilis Test Result: 

Reference: [Reactive syphilis specimens submitted to PHL for confirmatory 

testing; EIA and RPR only] 

(Please list any previous test result and titer if applicable) 
VDRL ________    RPR ________ 

TP-PA ________    EIA/CIA _____    OTHER _______ 

CSF [VDRL only] 

TYPE OF TEST REQUESTED:    EIA    HIV 1/2 Differentiation 

PREVIOUS HIV TEST DONE?    YES    NO    DON’T KNOW    DECLINED 

IF YES, TYPE OF TEST DONE:    Conventional    Rapid    Other __________________ 

RESULT:    Positive    Negative    Preliminary Positive    Indeterminant 

Don’t know  

HAS A PREVIOUS SPECIMEN ON THIS PATIENT BEEN TESTED AT THE STATE LAB? 

   Date/Time Reported: 

DOH 302-017(12/2016) 
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Tribal Tour at Public Health Lab, 2018
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Urban Indian Health Institute –
AI/AN Public Health Internship Program 
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Properly Packaging and Safely Shipping 
Specimens to State Laboratory for Testing



@WADeptHealth

Tribal Epidemiologist
soyeon.lippman@doh.wa.gov

Soyeon Lippman 

Thank you and
Safe travels home



Washington State Department of Health is committed to providing customers with forms
and publications in appropriate alternate formats. Requests can be made by calling

800-525-0127 or by email at civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. TTY users dial 711.


