RESOLUTION # 
Tribal Community Health Provider Program Funding for Development of Behavioral Health Aide Program (BHAP) and Native Dental Therapist Initiative (NDTI) Education Programs 
WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (hereinafter “NPAIHB” or the “Board”) was established in 1972 to assist Tribal governments to improve the health status and quality of life of Indian people; and 

WHEREAS, the NPAIHB is a non-governmental “tribal organization” as defined by the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (P.L. 93-638 seq. et al) that represents forty-three federally recognized tribes in the states of Idaho, Oregon, and Washington (“member tribes”); and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the definitions of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act at 25 USCS § 450b, a tribal organization is recognized as a governing body of any Indian tribe and includes any legally established organization of Indians which is controlled, sanctioned, or chartered by such governing body or which is democratically elected by the adult members of the Indian community to be served by such organization and which includes the maximum participation of Indians in all phases of its activities; and 

WHEREAS, the NPAIHB is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; and 
WHEREAS, American Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/AN) communities are disproportionately affected by physical health, behavioral health and oral health disparities and inadequate access to health services; and 

WHEREAS, the Community Health Aide Program (CHAP), including Dental Health Aide Therapists (DHATs, also known as Dental Therapists) and Behavioral Health Aides (BHAs) has been in existence in Alaska since 1968 and has proven to significantly improve health outcomes for communities served by these providers; and

WHEREAS, NPAIHB has established a Tribal Community Health Provider Program to bring CHAP providers to the Portland Area and member tribes would benefit from training members of tribal communities to become care providers for their own communities; and

WHEREAS, NPAIHB has a longstanding relationship with Northwest Indian College, Skagit Valley College, Northwest Native American Center of Excellence, and Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium to expand CHAP for Northwest tribes; and

WHEREAS, NPAIHB is developing a BHA education program and is seeking funds to purchase a model curriculum for this program from the Alaska Behavioral Health Aide program of Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium; and

WHEREAS, NPAIHB is developing a Dental Therapy Education Program and is seeking funds to purchase a model curriculum from the Alaska Dental Therapy Education Program (ADTEP); and

WHEREAS, this specific funding opportunity supports developing the behavioral health and oral health workforce for AI/AN people in Washington to deliver high quality, sustainable, culturally relevant behavioral and oral health services in AI/AN communities through purchase of curricula, project scoping and creation of education programs that closely replicate the Alaska CHAP models; and 
WHEREAS,  funding is available through North Sound Accountable Community of Health  to the NPAIHB Tribal Community Health Provider Project BHA education program for scoping, development and purchase of the Alaska BHA curriculum in the amount of $137,500.00 ; and Upper Skagit Indian Tribe has offered to make a contribution in the amount of $103,125.00 to the BHA education program for the same purpose, for a total of $240,625.00; and
WHEREAS, funding is available through the the North Sound Accountable Community of Health funding to support the Native Dental Therapist Initiative (NDTI) education program in the amount of $137,500.00; and the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community has offered to make a contribution in the amount of $103,125.00 for a total of $240,625.00, which is in addition to the $ 300,000 that was previously awarded by the North Sound Accountable Community of Health towards the purchase of the Alaska Dental Therapy Education Program (ADTEP) curriculum; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) endorses and supports efforts by staff of the Tribal Community Health Provider Project, under the guidance of the Executive Director, to accept funding from the North Sound Accountable Community of Health and the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe to support the development of the Behaviorial Health Aide (BHA) education program including purchase of the Alaska BHA curriculum; and to accept funding from the North Sound Accountable Community of Health and Swinomish Indian Tribal Community to support the development of Native Dental Therapy Initiative education program including funding to complete the purchase of the Alaska Dental Therapy Education Program (ADTEP) curriculum.
