Resolution No.:________

NPAIHB Support for Congress to Pass S. 1964, Family Stability and Kinship Care Act (S. 1964)
WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (hereinafter “NPAIHB” or the “Board”) was established in 1972 to assist Tribal governments to improve the health status and quality of life of Indian people; and 

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is a “tribal organization” as defined by the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (P.L. 93-638 seq. et al) that represents forty-three federally recognized tribes in the states of Idaho, Oregon, and Washington; and 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the definitions of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act at 25 USCS § 450b, a tribal organization is recognized as a governing body of any Indian tribe and includes any legally established organization of Indians which is controlled, sanctioned, or chartered by such governing body or which is democratically elected by the adult members of the Indian community to be served by such organization and which includes the maximum participation of Indians in all phases of its activities; and 

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; and 

WHEREAS, the primary goal of the NPAIHB is to improve the health and quality of life of its member Tribes; and  

WHEREAS, there is a growing body of evidence about the failure of the foster care system to keep our American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) children healthy, safe, and trauma-free and the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) notes many of these issues, and addresses them in part by mandating placement of AI/AN children within kinship and culture before resorting to the trauma of placing children out-of-home foster care; and 

WHEREAS, unfortunately, the ICWA’s protections only apply to a certain subset of AI/AN children, and funding is not always guaranteed to provide front-end solutions to keep Native families together; and 
WHEREAS, current law provides mandatory federal funding almost exclusively after a child has already been placed in foster care, which creates a powerful incentive for tribal and state child welfare systems to place AI/AN children in foster homes outside of their families in order to qualify for these funds. 
WHEREAS, this funding scheme is problematic, as it encourages child welfare systems to forgo efforts to prevent the breakup of the family through restorative services such as parent training, mental health care, and trauma recovery programs; and    
WHEREAS, Senator Wyden (D-OR) introduced the Family Stability and Kinship Care Act (S. 1964) to reform the federal finance system supporting state and tribal child welfare services and includes key provisions designed to keep at-risk children within kinship placements and to provide greater preventative and support services to the families of those children, and as drafted, S. 1964 gives tribes greater flexibility and greater resources to create culturally-informed solutions for their families and greater resources to do so.  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board supports and recommends to Congress to pass S. 1964 because it provides a tremendous opportunity for tribal child welfare systems to strengthen efforts to fully implement ICWA as intended, by keeping AI/AN children in kinship and community homes, and is a necessary piece of legislation that will improve child welfare systems for AI/AN children, and nationwide.
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