
NPAIHB COVID-19 Weekly 
Update

Please sign in using the chat box: 
Enter the tribe or organization you are representing 
and names of all people participating with you today



Information for Today’s Call 

• Welcome & Introduction: Chairman Lewis

• NPAIHB COVID-19 Situation Report: Celeste Davis
• Indian Health Service Update: Dean Seyler

• Legislative and Policy Update: Candice Jimenez and Liz 
Coronado

• State Partner Updates: 
• Washington:  Lou Schmitz, Tamara Fife, Jessie Dean, and 

Tam Lutz
• Oregon: Julie Johnson, Candice Jimenez, and Sue Steward
• Idaho: Joyce Broadsword, and Jessica Leston

• Please place yourself on mute 
unless speaking

• Sign in, using chat box, with 
your tribe/organization and 
names of all participants

• Use the chat box for 
questions, for Q&A after 
updates and announcements

Agenda Guidelines



NPAIHB COVID-19 Situation Report
Celeste Davis



C-19 Emergency Response - NPAIHB 
Situation Report: 6/29/21

Don’t be that guy.

• Beware the Delta variant
• Highly contagious, protection = fully vaccinated, not partially…

• The unknowns of “Long COVID” – diagnostic definitions, treatment
• Needs for testing remain high

• Clinical – large unvaccinated population, break-through cases
• Screening – children and school settings, if traveling, home health care

Please let us know if you have unmet medical or public health needs!



Upcoming NPAIHB telehealth opportunities
• NEW LAUNCH: Virtual Care Implementation ECHO

• 3rd Tuesday of every month at 12pm PT 
• The 1 hour Virtual Care Implementation ECHO sessions will support I/T/U 

clinicians in tackling a range of practical and technical virtual care 
implementation problems, and support delivery of culturally-informed care over 
tele-platforms within tribal communities.

• To learn more and join: https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/virtual-
care-implementation/

• Substance Use Disorders ECHO
• Thursday, July 1st at 11am PT (Topic: Treating Pain in the 

Setting of Prescription OUD - Telemedicine Approaches) 
• To learn more and join: https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/substance-

use-disorder/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
.

https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/virtual-care-implementation/
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/substance-use-disorder/


Upcoming NPAIHB telehealth opportunities
• PrEP ECHO

• Friday, July 2nd at 11am PT (Topic: Patient Recruitment and 
PrEP) 

• To learn more and join: https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/prep/

• Harm Reduction ECHO
• Tuesday, July 6th at 12pm PT (Topic: Tribal Sovereignty: 

Absent legal framework for starting a Harm Reduction 
Program, what can you do?) 

• To learn more and join: https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/harm-
reduction/

Presenter
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https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/prep/
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/harm-reduction/


Indian Health Service Update
Dean Seyler



Legislative and Policy Update
Candice Jimenez

June 29, 2021 – Virtual Update



Legislative and Policy Update Agenda

•Legislative Updates
•Administrative & Regulatory Updates
•Upcoming Regional & National Meetings
•Upcoming Deadlines
•NPAIHB Policy Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember to look for the Legislative and Policy Update e-mails coming from the Board.  They will include links to our new streamlined Federal Health Agency and Congressional Tracker / or "FHACT" tracker, along with lists of upcoming regional and national meetings and/or hearings, as well as updates and reminders regarding upcoming consultations and comment deadlines.




Legislative Updates
• House passes H.R.3841 - Tribal Health Data Improvement Act
• S. 2210 Better Care Better Jobs Act –

• Led by Senator Ron Wyden (OR), Senator Patty Murray (WA), and others
• Historic investment in Medicaid home and community based services to 

support elders and people with disabilities. 
• S. 2197 The Rural and Frontier Telehealth Expansion Act

• Bipartisan legislation led by Senator Jacky Rosen (D-NV)
• H.R. 4151 Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Respect Act

• Introduced by Reps. Betty McCollum (D-MN) and Don Young (R-AK) and U.S. 
Senators Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and Amy Klobuchar (D-MN)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
H.R.3841: Congressmen Markwayne Mullin (OK-02) and Tom O’Halleran (AZ-1) introduced the Tribal Health Data Improvement Act on June 11. The bill reaffirms Tribal public health authorities are entitled to access public health data. Bill passed thru house on June 23. The bill now moves onto the Senate Indian Affairs committee. Congressman Mullin shared this statement upon its passage: “Our sovereign Tribal Nations and Tribal Epidemiology Centers were always supposed to have equal access to public health data that states, counties, and cities have. But for years, many Tribes have faced numerous challenges while trying to access this public health data,” Mullin said. “The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the importance of equal access to this data in order for Tribes to make decisions for their communities, and the Tribal Health Data Improvement Act makes that happen. I am glad this bill passed the full House today and I encourage the Senate to take it up quickly, so Tribes don’t have to wait any longer for the data they need.”

Better Care Better Jobs Act
Strengthen and expand access to HCBS by expanding financial eligibility criteria for HCBS to federal limits; requiring coverage for personal care services; expanding supports for family caregivers; adopting programs that help people navigate enrollment and eligibility; expanding access to behavioral health care; improving coordination with housing, transportation, and employment supports; and developing or improving programs to allow working people with disabilities to access HCBS.
Strengthen and expand the HCBS workforce by addressing HCBS payment rates to promote recruitment and retention of direct care workers; regularly updating HCBS payment rates with public input; passing rate increases through to direct care workers to increase wages; and updating and developing training opportunities for this workforce as well as family caregivers
Make permanent Money Follows the Person

Telehealth Expansion Act
This bipartisan legislation would increase Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) funding for telehealth services, including audio-only telehealth, by five percentage points in frontier states or states with limited access to broadband if those states cover telehealth services under Medicaid.

FASD Respect Act
Addresses prenatal substance exposure through early intervention 
Will creates a program at the Health Resources and Services Administration to build State and Tribal systems to identify, treat, and support individuals with FASD. Grants will support States and Tribes to develop or update strategic plans to establish or expand FASD-informed clinical services and integrate them into existing systems of care.




Appropriations Update

• Last week NPAIHB submitted testimony on the FY 2022 IHS 
budget and HHS budget to the Interior and LHHE 
Appropriations Subcommittees

• Senate appropriations committee is expected to mark-up 
their bill for the FY 2022 budget this Thursday
o Cindy Darcy expects this is unlikely before the 4th of July recess



Administrative and Regulatory Updates

• Healthy People 2030 Champion
• Informational webinar on July 28, 2021 at 10am Pacific 

• Letters of interest may be submitted starting July 5, 2021

• Provider Relief Fund – Revised Reporting Requirements

• HHS Region 10 Tribal Consultation
• Written testimony may be submitted until September 3, 2021

• Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (ODPHP) announced an opportunity to apply to be a Healthy People 2030 (HP2030) Champion.  Organizations selected will be recognized for their commitment towards achieving a society in which all people can achieve their full potential for health and well-being across their lifespan.  Registration links and the federal register notice will be linked to the Leg and Policy update.  


PRF Revised Requirements: rather than requiring all payments to be used by 6/30 – period of availability of funds is based on date the payment is received.  There are currently 4 periods with the first deadline of 6/30/2021 for funds received before 6/30/2020; second deadline is 12/31/2021 for funds received 7/1/2020 to 12/31/2020; third deadline is 6/30/2022 for funds received 1/1/2021 to 6/30/2021, and the last deadline of 12/31/2022 for funds received between 7/1/2021 to 12/31/2021.  Recipients will then have a 90 day period to complete reporting.  Please contact us if you need assistance finding the new reporting requirements.   

Department of Commerce announces National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) grants to expand broadband on Tribal lands. Vice President Harris, Secretary Raimondo and Secretary Haaland made an announcement during a White House event on the availability of nearly $1 billion in grants to expand broadband access and adoption on Tribal lands. The Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program was established by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. Grants will be made available to eligible Native American, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian entities for broadband deployment as well as for digital inclusion, workforce development, telehealth and distance learning. NTIA is holding a series of webinars to further inform the public about the program. 
- The program held webinars this past week and a representative will also join the July QBM to share on the program and its opportunities for the NW.




Upcoming Regional & National Meetings
Jul 7 CDC TAC Sub-committee Meeting

11:00 am Pacific

Jul 8 CDC TAC Meeting
10:00 am Pacific

Jul 9 TSGAC Tribal Caucus
10:00 am Pacific

Jul 13 IHS TSGAC Meeting
10:00 am Pacific 

Jul 15 DSTAC Monthly Meeting
12:00 pm Pacific 

Jul 21-22 TTAG Meeting

Jul 26-29 NPAIHB Quarterly Board Meeting

Please contact Liz Coronado at ecoronado@npaihb.org or Candice
Jimenez at cjimenez@npaihb.org for more information on any of these
meetings.

mailto:ecoronado@npaihb.org
mailto:cjimenez@npaihb.org


Upcoming Deadlines

• VA Tribal Consultation on State Home Programs 

• Written comments due Jul 3, 2021

• VA Tribal Consultation on Pharmacy Reimbursement Rates

o Written Comments due Jul 5, 2021

o OMB seeking input on methods, tools, and approaches to equitably serve 
all communities especially underserved communities. 

o Written comments due Jul 6, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
State home programs: VA seeking input on legislative, administrative, or regulatory changes to support VA State Home Programs operated by tribes.
 
The VA currently reimburses for pharmaceuticals at “actual costs.” The VA has realized that use of the term, “actual costs”, may be ambiguous and has led to difficulties in administering the agreements in compliance with applicable laws. VA is considering replacing the term “actual cost” with a more recognizable and easily calculated rate. 




NPAIHB Policy Resources
• Weekly – COVID-19 Call Lists (Mondays)

• Weekly – Legislative and Policy Updates (Tuesdays)
oFederal Health Agency and Congress Tracker (FHACT)

• Weekly – Cindy Darcy’s D.C. Legislative Update (Fridays)

• Monthly – Tribal Advisory Committee updates
• Emailed Thursday, June 24th

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FHACT provides an ongoing list of federal health agency actions, dear tribal leader letters, and house and senate bills introduced by the 117th congress.  



Questions or Comments

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Candice Jimenez, cjimenez@npaihb.org
Liz Coronado, ecoronado@npaihb.org

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibliography_of_Mount_Rainier_National_Park
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
mailto:cjimenez@npaihb.org
mailto:ecoronado@npaihb.org


State Partner Updates
Washington AIHC/DOH/HCA: Lou Schmitz, Tamara Fife, and Jessie Dean

Oregon OHA: Julie Johnson, Candice Jimenez, and Sue Steward

Idaho DHW: Joyce Broadsword, Liz Coronado, and Jessica Leston



Questions or Comments
Reminder no call 7/6/2021

Have a safe and Happy 4th of July holiday.
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