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Dear Tribal Health Directors: 
 
You will soon receive an invoice from the Portland Area Indian Health Service for your share of 
the subscription cost for the Internet-based medical information program, UpToDate®.  
Clinicians rely on a readily accessible repository of medical information, such as UpToDate®, in 
order to provide evidenced-based healthcare that is current and meets standard of care.  
Clinicians and other healthcare workers can access UpToDate® even as the patient is being seen 
for diagnosis and treatment.  By looking up a particular disease or symptom, doctors and other 
clinicians can get the latest information about diseases, their diagnosis, and the recommended 
treatments.  Clinical practice today requires this kind of immediate access to state-of-the-art 
clinical information.  To stay abreast of new medical knowledge, UpToDate® is far superior and 
more economical than the process of continually replacing medical texts and journals as they 
become outdated. 
 
If you participate in the Indian Health Service subscription to UpToDate®, you will realize very 
significant savings.  On the open market, UpToDate® will cost $495 per year for a one-person 
license, or $14,950 per year for a one-workstation license with multiple user access.  To purchase 
a site license with multiple accesses, you must contact the company for a price quote.   
 
If we do not receive payment for your share of the UpToDate® subscription cost, we will assume 
that you have chosen to opt out and have made other arrangements for your clinic staff to have 
access to needed medical information. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      \\Stephen M. Rudd, MD\\ 
 
      Stephen Miles Rudd, M.D., F.A.A.F.P. 
      Captain, U.S. Public Health Service 
      Chief Medical Officer/Deputy Director 
 


