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DEC 1 ‘|' 2015 INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE

1414 NW NORTHRUP, Suite 800
PORTLAND, OREGON 97209

Dear Tribal Health Directors:

I am writing to you regarding the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) which has
released an Essential Community Provider (ECP) Petition to collect more complete data from
providers who qualify as an ECP and wish to appear on CMS’s ECP list for the 2017 benefit
year. The ECP list is used by issuers to identify providers for inclusion on an issuer’s plan
network toward satisfaction of the ECP standard under 45 CFR § 156.235.

ECPs include providers that serve predominantly low-income and medically underserved
individuals, and Indian health care providers (IHS, Tribal, and Urban Indian providers). In order
to ensure network adequacy and access to services, CMS requires Qualified Health Plan issuers
in the Marketplace to offer network contracts to ECPs in the plan’s service area. CMS then
publishes the ECP list and issuers use the list to meet the requirement.

Please submit your petitions by Friday, January 8, 2016 to

Essential CommunityProviders(@cms.hhs.gov to be considered for the 2017 ECP list. If you
have any questions or concerns about the petition, please contact Ms. Peggy Ollgaard, Business
Office Coordinator, at (503) 414-5598 or at peggy.ollgaard@ihs.gov.

Sincerely,

/Dean M. Seyler/

Deén M. Seyler ¥
Director

Enclosure





