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Overview

• Overview of NWTEC

• Update on Data Sharing with Idaho

• New Data products – WA Public Health Modernization

• Update on Food Security during COVID-19 assessment

• COVID-19 Training and Technical Assistance Report

• COVID-19 Data

• Questions



NWTEC

• Formed in 1996 with first funding 1997 – 25 years of tribally directed activities
• Tribal leaders had approved the concept and function of a tribal research and epidemiology 

center prior to this time.

• Guided by the Public Health Committee of the NPAIHB, and report to the NPAIHB 
Board

• Every action undertaken is a result of tribal resolution from our Board (tribally 
driven research and public health agenda)

• Functions as a departmental designation with oversight of over 55 employees

• NWTEC staff have trained 3 CDC EIS Officers with another who will begin in 
August and 2 PHAP assignees from CDC.



Update on Idaho Data Sharing

• On January 13, 2021 a data use 
agreement was signed between 
the Idaho Department of Health 
and Welfare and the NWTEC.

• This will allow us to do data 
linkages quarterly or more often 
with COVID-19 data.
• The state will transmit the 

corrected data to CDC
• This likely will give Idaho the most 

accurate AI/AN data in the nation



Public Health Modernization Projects

• NPAIHB is supporting efforts for 
all three states.

• The NWTEC has funding to:
• Enhance data for Washington 

Tribes,

• Conduct capacity surveys with 
Oregon Tribes, provide summaries 
and assist with tribal health 
improvement plans and 
implementation (project includes 
NARA).

• Conduct assessments to 
determine ways to improve the 
state BRFSS to meet the needs of 
the Oregon Tribes

• Support work toward Public 
Health Accreditation for all NW 
Tribes



NPAIHB WTPHI Project Objectives

• Ensure AI/AN disease surveillance, investigation, and control
• Produce communicable disease data briefs

• Train and deploy NPAIHB staff for disease outbreak investigations

• Participate in surveillance and epidemiology committees and task 
forces with FPHS partners, including DOH, local health jurisdictions, 
tribal government, and tribal health organizations



WA AI/AN Communicable Disease Data Briefs
To be released January 
2021:

• Hepatitis B & C
• HIV/AIDS
• Sexually Transmitted 

Infections
• Tuberculosis

Summaries of available data to 
describe disease burden 
experienced by AI/AN 
communities in Washington



WA AI/AN Communicable Disease Data Briefs

• Topic Overview
• Data Summaries 
• Data Figures
• Resources
• NPAIHB Project 

Contacts, within 
the NWTEC staff



February 3, 2021
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Topics:
• Intro to NPAIHB WTPHI Project
• WA AI/AN Data Linkage Update
• Communicable Disease Data Review
• Facilitated Discussions

• Data Access
• Data Needs

Registration: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DataPartnersMtg

For more information, contact Nancy Bennett, NPAIHB:
nbennett@npaihb.org

WTPHI Data Partners Meeting

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DataPartnersMtg


Food Sovereignty and Food Security Survey

• Received IRB approval

• Finished qualitative interviews with 10 
tribal leaders and/or program staff

• Beginning to analyze information to 
finish adapting the quantitative survey

• Working with AIHC to recruit and 
receive tribal resolutions

• What’s next?
• Launching the quantitative survey by 

February
• Completing analysis and reporting by end 

of March

• Still seeking funding for Idaho and 
Oregon to expand this survey further.



Environmental Public Health Grants

• Two opportunities

• Available to tribes in Idaho, Oregon and Washington

• 7 total awards will be made



ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH RESPONSE, RECOVERY, MITIGATION AND OTHER 
EXPENSES RELATED TO 2018/2019 DECLARED DISATERS 

4 Grants Awarded at $50,000 each

• Project activities will include:

• Improve EH data and informatics capacity to strengthen tribal data and data systems for monitoring, 
diagnosing, investigating, & mitigating EH hazards resulting from disasters.

• Develop standard templates and forms for data collection of EH hazards in disasters.

• Incorporate local indigenous knowledge to understand historical, EH-related disaster impacts and 
design the appropriate tribal Environmental Health interventions.

• Develop standard templates and forms for tribal lessons-learned reports, community EH hazard 
assessments, and disaster surveillance to build capacity in preparedness and response to EH hazards in 
disasters.

RFA

https://files.constantcontact.com/4cd26bd1101/b8a71b85-4e52-4519-9280-0a014866c688.pdf

https://files.constantcontact.com/4cd26bd1101/b8a71b85-4e52-4519-9280-0a014866c688.pdf


IMPROVING DOMESTIC WELL WATER SAFETY  

3 Grants Awarded at $12,000 each
Available to federally recognized Idaho, Oregon, & Washington Tribes

• Project activities will include:
• Tribal environmental health staff will identify, characterize, and evaluate the environmental health(EH) 

status of individual private wells and conditions that prevent access to safe drinking water.

• NPAIHB will provide training as follows: Hydrogeology and groundwater basics, wellhead protection, 
safe drinking water standards and sampling, and using data to monitor and anticipate EH hazards and 
threats to groundwater

RFA: 

https://files.constantcontact.com/4cd26bd1101/203e8dc1-ce63-48fb-9ab9-d41325562899.pdf

Applications are DUE: Friday, February 12, 2021

Anticipated Notice of Award by: Friday, February 26, 2021

https://files.constantcontact.com/4cd26bd1101/203e8dc1-ce63-48fb-9ab9-d41325562899.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/4cd26bd1101/203e8dc1-ce63-48fb-9ab9-d41325562899.pdf


COVID-19 Technical Assistance

Wrote for an additional 
$5,000,000 of COVID-19 
funding, of which $4.5 
million is going to tribes



New Award Anticipated

• CDC 5 year award around 
vaccine hesitancy to include 
COVID-19 and flu vaccine

• NWTEC will be the national 
coordinating center for all of the 
Tribal Epidemiology Centers, 
who choose to participate.



Key Emergency Room Data 

• Oregon:
• Suicide ideation increasing among AI/AN

• COVID-like Illness (CLI) is decreasing among AI/AN

• There were two vaccine adverse events in the last week among AI/AN (which 
vaccine was associated with the adverse event is not specified) 

• Washington:
• Total ED visits are low

• Slight increase in drug overdose among AI/AN

• CLI and pneumonia rates remain higher among AI/AN than non-AI/AN



Washington Emergency Department 
Indicators – through 1/12/21



COVID-19 Diagnosis by Race (1 Year) ED Data-
Washington State



Oregon Emergency Department Indicators –
through 1/12/21



COVID-19 Diagnosis by Race (1 Year) ED Data-
Oregon State



Idaho Dashboard for ED Visits

• DPH Idaho COVID-19 Dashboard - Idaho Division of Public Health | 
Tableau Public

https://public.tableau.com/profile/idaho.division.of.public.health#!/vizhome/DPHIdahoCOVID-19Dashboard/Home


Questions or Comments
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