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GENERAL MEMORANDUM 09-143 

 
Rural Telemedicine Enhancing Community Health (TECH) Act of 2009 

 
 On November 5, 2009, Senator Tom Udall (D-NM) introduced S 2741, the Rural 
Telemedicine Enhancing Community (TECH) Act of 2009.  The bill is designed to 
improve and expand the use of telemedicine in rural areas, including Indian country.  It 
would authorize three telehealth pilot projects, expand access to telehealth services for 
strokes, and improve access to shared telehealth services.  S 2741 was referred to the 
Senate Finance Committee. 
 
 In the bill the term "Indian Health Service (IHS) facilities" includes facilities 
operated by the IHS and by tribes and tribal organizations (as those terms are defined in 
section 4 of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act). 
 
 Pilot Projects.  The bill would authorize $13.5 million for fiscal years 2011 
through 2014 for three telehealth pilot projects.  Priority would be given to entities 
located in medically underserved areas and facilities of the Indian Health Service.  The 
projects would be evaluated with regard to their effectiveness in 1) treating behavioral 
health issues, 2) increasing the capacity of non-medical and non-specialized providers in 
providing health services, and 3) using telehealth services to provide acute stroke 
evaluation and treatment.  The Secretary of the Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) would be authorized to initiate additional projects if the three pilot 
projects enhance outcomes for patients and reduce expenditures for participating entities. 
 
 Expanded Access for Telehealth Services for Strokes.  The bill would amend the 
Medicare statute to expand access to stroke telehealth services and would specifically 
include facilities of the Indian Health Service as an originating site for telehealth services.   
 
 Improved Access to Store-and-Forward and Videoconferencing Technologies.  
The bill would specify that telehealth services provided by facilities of the IHS and 
Federally Qualified Health Centers include store-and-forward (i.e. digital information is 
stored on a provider's system and then forwarded via a secure method to a provider at 
another location) and videoconferencing technologies.  IHS facilities could be reimbursed 
as users of telehealth services. 
 
 Credentialing and Privileging.  The DHHS Secretary would be required to 
establish regulations for remote credentialing and privileging standards for telehealth 
services.  The regulations are to allow an originating site "to accept, and not duplicate, 
the credentialing and privileging processes and decisions made by another site."  
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 Attached is a copy of the Rural Telemedicine Enhancing Community Health 
(TECH) Act of 2009.  Please let us know if we may provide additional information 
regarding this legislation. 
 

#  # # 
 

Inquiries may be directed to: 
Karen Funk (kfunk@hobbsstraus.com) 
Starla Roels (sroels@hobbsstraus.com) 




















