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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services:
Innovation Center New Direction

Share

In partnership with clinicians, patients, entrepreneurs, state officials, and others, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) plays a leading role in safeguarding the health of America’s future by providing coverage to over 130
million Americans, more than a third of the population of the United States. Our nation’s elderly and most vulnerable
citizens depend on these programs for access to care but both programs face fiscal crises. Medicare’s main trust fund is
projected to run out in just eleven years, and Medicaid is the second largest budget item for states on average (behind
K12 education) and is growing rapidly. Improving quality and reducing costs are imperative.

Background
One of the most important goals at CMS is fostering an affordable, accessible healthcare system that puts patients first.
Through this informal Request for Information (RFI) the CMS Innovation Center (Innovation Center) is seeking your
feedback on a new direction to promote patientcentered care and test marketdriven reforms that empower
beneficiaries as consumers, provide price transparency, increase choices and competition to drive quality, reduce costs,
and improve outcomes. The Innovation Center welcomes stakeholder input on the ideas included here, on additional
ideas and concepts, and on the future direction of the Innovation Center.

Request for Information Details
While existing partnerships with healthcare providers, clinicians, states, payers and stakeholders have generated
important value and lessons, CMS is setting a new direction for the Innovation Center. We will carefully evaluate how
models developed consistent with the new directions can complement what we are learning from the existing initiatives.
In particular, the Innovation Center is interested in testing models in the following eight focus areas:
1. Increased participation in Advanced Alternative Payment Models (APMs);
2. ConsumerDirected Care & MarketBased Innovation Models;
3. Physician Specialty Models;
4. Prescription Drug Models;
5. Medicare Advantage (MA) Innovation Models;
6. StateBased and Local Innovation, including Medicaidfocused Models;
7. Mental and Behavioral Health Models; and
8. Program Integrity.
However, the Innovation Center may also test models in other areas.
To be assured consideration, please submit comments online (https://survey.max.gov/429625) (//www.cms.gov/About
CMS/AgencyInformation/Aboutwebsite/ExternalLinkDisclaimer.html) or by email to
CMMI_NewDirection@cms.hhs.gov (mailto:CMMI_NewDirection@cms.hhs.gov) through 11:59 p.m. EST November
20, 2017.

Additional Information
https://innovation.cms.gov/initiatives/direction
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Request for Information (RFI) (PDF) (/Files/x/newdirectionrfi.pdf)
Op Ed Article (https://www.wsj.com/articles/medicareandmedicaidneedinnovation1505862017)
(//www.cms.gov/AboutCMS/AgencyInformation/Aboutwebsite/ExternalLinkDisclaimer.html)

Model Summary
Stage: Not Applicable
Number of Participants: N/A
Category: Initiatives to Accelerate the
Development and Testing of New
Payment and Service Delivery Models
Authority: N/A

Milestones & Updates
Sep 20, 2017
Announced: Request for Information (RFI)
seeking comments on future direction
posted

Last updated on: 09/20/2017
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