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RESOLUTION #10-03-06
Support for NPAIHB EpiCenter Data Linkages with Lead Poisoning
Registries of Idaho, Oregon, and Washington

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHBY) is a tribal organization under P.L.
93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized indian tribes in ldaho, Oregon, and Washington
on health related issues; and

WHEREAS, the NPAIHB is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian
people; and

WHEREAS, the primary goal of the NPAIHB s to improve the health and quality of life of its member
tribes; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of this goal in 1997, NPAIHB established the Northwest Tribal Epidemiology
Center {EpiCenter) in an effort to improve the quality of American Indian and Alaska Native (Al/AN)
epidemiology data; and

WHEREAS, The EpiCenter has gained national recognition for developing and implementing many useful
and innovative projects to improve the health and quality of life of Northwest tribes and has served as a
national model for other Indian Health Service (IHS) areas to emulate in establishing their EpiCenter
programs; and

WHEREAS, the Northwest Tribal Registry (NTR} has performed, Board approved, record linkage studies
to identify and correct racial misclassification in various public health registries to better assess burden
of disease for Northwest Al/ANs; and

WHEREAS, previous research by the NPAIHB EpiCenter has shown that public health data for Northwest
Al/AN are under-reported due primarily to misclassification of race in public health registries and vital
health records; and

WHEREAS, childhood lead poisoning is an important maternal and child health topic and blood lead
tests are recommended for young children who are at risk for lead exposure; and

WHEREAS, it is unknown to what extent Al/AN children in Idzho, Oregon, and Washington may be
affected by lead poisoning; and

WHEREAS, the state health departments of Idaho, Oregon, and Washington collect data on blood lead
testing results for children and/or adults; and

WHEREAS, the correct identification of Al/AN in state health registries is essential for understanding the
distribution of health events and planning prevention and intervention efforts; and

WHEREAS, the NPAIHB EpiCenter has consistently demonstrated adequate measures to insure the
physical security of data and has policies in place to control access to and release of data; and

WHEREAS, any publications presenting the results of these linkages will only be done in collaboration
with and by approval of NPAIHB and the NPAIHB EpiCenter.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NPAIHB endorses and supperts an effort by staff of the EpiCenter,
under the guidance of the Executive Director, to complete record linkages with lead peisoning
databases maintained by Idaho, Oregon, and Washington to correct racial misclassification of Al/AN
such that they can more accurately report on lead poisoning trends among AlI/AN in the Northwest.
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