Resolution #08-04-06
Comprehensive Center of Excellence
WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB), a tribal organization founded in 1972, represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian tribes in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington on health related issues; and 

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; and 

WHEREAS, the primary goal of the NPAIHB is to improve the health and quality of life of its member tribes; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of this goal in 1997, NPAIHB established the Northwest Tribal Epidemiology Center (EpiCenter) in an effort to improve the quality of American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) epidemiology data and public health infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the EpiCenter has gained national recognition for developing and implementing many useful and innovative projects to improve the health and quality of life of Northwest tribes and has served as a national model for other Indian Health Service (IHS) areas to emulate in establishing their EpiCenter programs; and

WHEREAS, epidemiology provides the foundation for all public health activities and more must be done to support the work of Tribal epidemiology centers to collect, analyze, interpret, and disseminate health information critical to identifying diseases to target, suggesting strategies for successful intervention and testing of effective health interventions that have been implemented; and 

WHEREAS, the National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NCMHD) has invited proposals to establish a Comprehensive NCMHD Center of Excellence that will contribute to the improvement of minority health and the elimination of health disparities; and 

WHEREAS, the Center of Excellence will be comprised of three institutions including Oregon Health & Sciences University, Portland State University, and the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board; and 

WHEREAS, this opportunity will provide the foundation of positive partnerships with institutions that aim to address health disparities in American Indian/Alaska Native populations; and

WHEREAS, a successful proposal for this NCMHDC funding initiative would provide an opportunity for Northwest Tribes to be a partner in a Center of Excellence, as well as continue important work with the Northwest Registry Project; and
WHEREAS, the goals of this initiative are consistent with the goals and objectives of both the NPAIHB and the EpiCenter.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NPAIHB endorses and supports an effort by staff of the EpiCenter, under the guidance of the Executive Director, to submit a subcontract with OHSU to fund a Comprehensive Center for Excellence.   
