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Dr. Evan Adams

Evan Adams is a Coast Salish physician from Sliammon First Nation, near the City of Powell River, BC, Canada. Dr. Adams did his MD at the University of Calgary, his Family Practice residency at St. Paul's Hospital in Vancouver, BC, and his Masters of Public Health at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, MD. He is the Director of the Division of Aboriginal People's Health in the UBC Faculty of Medicine. He is also the Aboriginal Health Physician Advisor in the Office of the Provincial Health Officer, BC Ministry of Healthy Living and Sport, and with the First Nations Health Council of BC.

Dr. Susan Allan

Susan Allan, MD, JD, MPH has been at the University of Washington since July 2008. She has 23 years experience in public health practice, including serving as State Public Health Director in Oregon from 2005-2008, and Health Director for Arlington County, Virginia from 1987-2005.  Her extensive experience in emergency preparedness includes Oregon’s participation in TOPOFF 4, and Arlington County’s many emergencies including the attack on the Pentagon, the anthrax attacks, Hurricane Isabel, the beltway sniper, the first death associated with the smallpox vaccination program, West Nile virus and SARS cases. She has worked on the national level and has been a frequent speaker on many topics related to public health workforce to emergency preparedness. Her education includes medical and law degrees from Harvard, and an MPH from Johns Hopkins.

Colonel Jerry Arends

Colonel Jerry Arends, United States Air Force, is assigned as an International Health Specialist Liaison to the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs.  He advises senior military leaders on the benefits and uses of trans-culturally informed regional and global health experts to plan and execute contingency operations and peacetime Security Cooperation missions in areas where disease threatens regional stability.  He plans medical support, conducts health risk assessments, carries out in-country liaison with health ministries and humanitarian agencies, and provides health capacity-building expertise to government and private organizations.  As an International Health Specialist, he has deployed as the advance echelon for humanitarian operations, wartime missions in Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan, and international military exercises.  In addition to his duties as an International Health Specialist, Colonel Arends assists the Air National Guard in the development and execution of civilian-military Innovative Readiness Training medical projects in the United States and U.S. territories.

Daniel Banks

Daniel (Dan) Banks is the Plans, Operations, and Exercise Manager with the Washington State Department of Health’s, Public Health Preparedness and Response Program.  In his position at Department of Health he manages the preparedness planning, and response operations support, and coordinates exercise design and execution for the department’s emergency response exercises.  While at the Department of Health he was the state lead coordinator for the 2005 and 2007 WASABE exercises, the 2006 TAHOMA RESILIENCE exercise, and the 2008 Pandemonium exercise.  Previously, while with Washington Emergency Management Division, he was an Exercise Coordinator for the 2003 TOPOFF 2 Exercise and worked in disaster response and recovery.  Dan has over 25 years experience participating in, designing, and evaluating exercises at local, state and national level.  He holds a BA in Political Science and Geography from the University of Washington, and a MA in International Relations from California State University Stanislaus.
Randal D. Beaton

Randy Beaton, PhD, EMT is a Research Professor at the University of Washington on the faculty of the Schools of Nursing and Public Health.  Randy is also a volunteer Emergency Medical Technician with Tacoma Fire in Pierce County, Washington.  For the past decade Dr. Beaton has conducted research into the causes and effects of traumatic stress in first responders and in vulnerable populations such as children. Dr. Beaton is a member of the faculty of the Northwest Center for Public Health Practice where he has offered trainings in the arena of disaster mental health and resilience. For the past several years Dr. Beaton has served as a consultant to CDC, DOH and the International Association of Fire Fighters.  Randy has been honored to have been a speaker at prior Tribal Emergency Preparedness Conferences.  Randy enjoys the opportunity to learn about Northwest American Indian philosophy, culture and traditions and to share ideas on emergency preparedness.

Matthew P. Bernard

Matthew has 32 years in emergency and HAZMAT response, training, safety and planning. FEMA Region 10 NIMS Coordinator, USCG Type 1 ICS Safety Officer (SOFR), Certified trainer in NIMS, WMD, OSHA, EPA and DOT courses and Type III Planning Section Chief.  Eight years as USCG Regional Response Team Coordinator Region X, 27 years with the USCG 14reserve/13active.  PSC Region 10, SOFR USCG Response Hurricane Katrina/Rita in Louisiana, ESF1 Hurricane Charlie, Frances, Ivan and Nisqually earthquake, Deputy Planning Section Chief during 9/11 incident Sector Puget Sound, NW Area Spill Planner, CANUSPAC Joint Response Team Coordinator,  Responded to the Ixtoc Oil Spill, Arco Anchorage Oil Spill, Port Angeles, WA.  Incident Commander at ICP Homer, Alaska during Exxon Valdez oil spill. Member of USCG Pacific Type 1 IMAT (2001-2008). SOFR, PSC and Coach in multiple exercises. Safety Professional, Industrial Hygienist, Registered Environmental Manager, BA in Marine Biology, and Masters Work in Environmental Management.  

Laura Blaske

Laura Blaske is the Public Awareness and Emergency Communications Manager for the Washington State Department of Health, managing risk and emergency communication training, planning and resource development for the state's Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response programs. Laura serves as the United States lead for the Pacific Northwest Cross-Border Public Health Communications Committee, and works with several federal agencies on national risk communication planning and program initiatives. She also regularly provides risk communication training for public health, tribal, hospital and emergency response partners in Washington state, and nationally. Laura has twenty years of experience as a communications manager including overseeing marketing, media and public relations departments for several public and private sector organizations. Laura has two federal certifications as a crisis and emergency risk communication training lead from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and a Certificate in Risk Communication from the Harvard School of Public Health.

Richard Bly
Richard began as an Environmental Health Specialist (EHS) in Eastern Idaho in 1992, where he spent 14 years rising to Environmental Health Supervisor for an eight county health district. He then moved to northeastern Oregon as an EHS (I was Secretary of the Oregon Environmental Health Supervisors Association) and then moved on to the Quinault Indian Nation in 2007 as an EHS. Emergency Preparedness has become one of his duties.

Terry Bohl

Terry Bohl graduated from Nebraska Western College with a degree in Criminal Justice and a minor in Psychology. Terry Was the Marshal for the City of Sparks for 17 years supervising a staff of five Marshals and eight clerks. In 2001 Terry created an Emergency Management program for the City of Sparks. This was the result of the 1996 flood which was called a 115 year flood event. Terry was a comprehensive EOP and ICS plan. Terry retired from the City of Sparks in 2002. From 2007 to 2009 Terry was the Emergency Response Coordinator for the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe. In this position he acted as the Incident Commander for over 100 wildland fires with one incident consisting of 41 individual fires at one time. He designed a number of advanced teams including high angle, confined space, fast water, dive team, man trackers and a mounted search and rescue team. Terry went to work for Summit Lake Paiute Tribe in September of 2009 first as the Emergency Response Coordinator until the tribe could no longer fund that position. Terry was the principal driving force behind the ITERC and its interim Director since its inception. In February of 2010 Terry was hired at its full time Director. He is currently in the middle of his MEEPS course as well as the Incident Command position specific training. Terry is currently in charge of several tribal projects; all Hazards Type III Incident Management Team; Tribal Interoperability Gap Analysis; Tribal NIMS Compliance Project; and State of Nevada and Tribal Interoperability Connect Project. He serves on the Homeland Security Finance Committee, Terry is often requested to consult with DHS and FEMA on Tribal Issues, is currently working on funding for a National Tribal Training Center, and serves on a number of federal and state boards and commissions.

Ted Buehner
Ted Buehner is the Warning Coordination Meteorologist for the National Weather Service (NWS) in Seattle, a key customer liaison position.  He works toward enhancing the “end-to-end” forecast and warning system by more closely tying the agency's mission of protecting lives and property, and enhancing the region’s economy, with its customers, such as emergency managers, the media, and the marine community.  Ted has been with the NWS since 1977, this position being his third tour of duty in Seattle.  Ted also served one year in Boise as a forecaster, six years in Portland as a Lead Forecaster, and two years at the NWS Western Region Headquarters in Salt Lake City as the Western U.S. marine, public, and aviation program manager.  Ted has a Bachelors of Science degree in Atmospheric Sciences from Oregon State University.  Go Beavs!

Stefani Christensen

Stefani is one of WA EMD’s Training and Exercise Coordinators.  She works WA EOC activations, exercises and is responsible for sending applicants to selected DHS-FEMA National Domestic Preparedness Consortium (NDPC) schools and bringing in mobile course deliveries.  Stefani spent 22 years in the military, retiring from the WA Army National Guard.  She has an MBA, an A.A.S. in Respiratory Therapy, and has completed numerous FEMA, DHS and NDPC courses.  Prior to working with WA EMD, Stefani worked for the Homeland Security Institute (HSI), maintaining the web site and building first responder online awareness courses.   Her background includes five years as faculty/educational technology with a local technical college, 11 years with the Air Force Reserves as an Air Evacuation Technician and several positions dealing with visual communication. 

Glenn Coil
Glenn Coil was born and grew up in Boston, where he received his BS in sociology from Northeastern University. While at Northeastern, Glenn interned in the Boston City Council and in the Irish Dail (Parliament). After graduation in 2001, Glenn moved to Seattle to attend the University of Washington, where in 2004 he received his Masters degree in urban planning with a focus in environmental planning. While at UW, Glenn worked as a research assistant in the Institute for Hazards Mitigation and Planning. During this time there, Glenn began working with Lynda Harvey at the Tulalip Tribes developing their hazard mitigation plan and other emergency management documents. Currently Glenn works as the homeland security coordinator for the NW Tribal Emergency Management Council (NWTEMC), a consortium of Tribes that have come to together to share information and best practices. Glenn is also helping develop the National Tribal Emergency Management Council (NTEMC).

Linda Crerar

Linda Crerar is an experienced business and government executive with more than 30 years experienced in the private and government sectors.  Over the past eight years she has worked to develop strategies that help build capacity in the public, private, and civic sectors to be resilient in the face of disasters and other crises.  She serves on the state’s HS Strategic Plan Development working group and the state’s Homeland Security Committee. She was the executive staff to the Governor’s Emergency Management Council where in 2008 she authored the Council’s annual report to the Governor’s on state preparedness.  As the Executive Policy Assistant and Risk Manger to the Director of the Department of Agriculture she developed the agency’s Homeland Security/Agro-Terrorism. Linda currently serves as Center’s Special Projects Manager where she works with the Director managing the Centers Activities across the state. She has a Masters in Applied Behavioral Science from Whitworth College in Spokane, WA and Bachelor of Arts from The Evergreen State College in Olympia, WA.

Cherrie Crowell
Cherrie Crowell has worked for the Suquamish Tribe since 2007 and is the current Emergency Management Coordinator for the Tribal Government and the business entity of the Tribe, Port Madison Enterprises.  She develops and implements emergency plans for the Tribal Government and Business entity as well as provides training for the Emergency Operations Center, Schools, Community and Businesses.  Cherrie also serves as a liaison to Federal, State and local emergency agencies such as the fire districts, health districts, and emergency management offices.

Sonya Czerniak

Sonya is the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) Coordinator for the state of Oregon. She provides leadership in development and exercising of Oregon's SNS, including integration with local public health authorities and other agencies' planning efforts for receipt and distribution of SNS assets. Sonya works in collaboration with the Oregon Public Health Emergency Preparedness program and the Cities Readiness Initiative. Sonya serves as an emergency preparedness contact for numerous state, federal, and other agencies including the Oregon State Police, US Department of Homeland Security, US Department of Health and Human Services, CDC, and the FBI. Sonya has a Master in Public Health with a focus on bioterrorism from New Mexico State University.  She has taught at the college level, developed instructional programs, and coordinated community outreach projects. Sonya has been Principal Investigator of emergency preparedness and environmental epidemiology grants. Sonya has also worked for state and local governments in New Mexico and conducted bi-national efforts with Mexico in Immunizations and Environmental Epidemiology. 

Don Downing
Don is a Clinical Professor at the University of Washington’s School of Pharmacy in Seattle. His major practice and training interests have included the development of the nation’s first pharmacist-provided emergency contraception program, the first pharmacist-initiated on-going hormonal contraception services and first community pharmacist-administered immunization services. In the early 1970’she assisted with the start-up of the Seattle Indian Health Board clinic, as a pharmacy student and later as a pharmacist. From 1975-1985 he was engaged with the start-up and operations as Pharmacy Director of the Puyallup Tribal Health Clinic in Tacoma. More recently has continued to do work with the Puyallup, Nisqually, Shoalwater Bay and Skokomish Tribes as they engage in expanded pharmacy services. He is currently working with the WA State Insurance Commissioner’s Office to expand the role and insurance payment of pharmacist services in underserved community clinics and in recruitment of Native American youth in health science careers.

John Erickson
John Erickson is a Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Washington State Department of Health and director of the Public Health 
Emergency Preparedness and Response program. In this role he coordinates the overall agency work on emergency preparedness and 
response. He also administers the cooperative CDC and ASPR agreements. As such he is involved in all aspects of natural, biological, 
chemical and radiological emergency planning with Washington State’s hospitals, local public health agencies, tribal and other federal, 
state and local partners. Prior to this he was the director of the Department’s Division of Radiation Protection. John joined the Washington 
program in 1982 as an environmental health physicist. He moved up through the ranks within the Division becoming the director in 1996. 
John received his training at the University of California at Los Angeles and the University of Washington. He holds an MS degree in nuclear chemistry.

Susan Ferguson

Susan Ferguson, Esq., is a consultant for the Washington State Department of Health.  Recently, she facilitated a mutual aid agreement amongst Washington’s local health jurisdictions as well as the “Olympic Regional Tribal-Public Health Collaboration and Mutual Aid Agreement”, an agreement among seven tribes and three local health jurisdictions on the Olympic Peninsula.  Susan is a graduate of Sarah Lawrence College and Rutgers, The School of Law, and formerly served as legal counsel to the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department and as Special Deputy Prosecutor for San Juan County.  

Joe Finkbonner (Lummi)
Prior to his current position as the Executive Director of Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB), Joe was the Director of the Northwest Tribal Epidemiology Center (The EpiCenter) at the NPAIHB.   The EpiCenter is one of 12 epidemiology centers nationally that focuses specifically on American Indian/Alaska Native health status.  Joe began his work in Indian health for the Lummi Tribe as the Health Director/CEO and was very active at State and Federal levels in his efforts to heighten the awareness of disparities of the AI/AN population and to assist with focusing action toward improving the health status through policy development.  Joe’s efforts were through his membership on the Washington State Board of Health, participation in the Washington Public Health Improvement Plan, and miscellaneous workgroups for the Indian Health Service. 

Joe began his work in health care delivery as a pharmacist at Providence Medical Center in Seattle and Overlake Medical Center in Bellevue. Joe holds a Masters of Health Administration and a Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy both from University of Washington.  Joe is a member of Lummi Nation.  Joe is a member of the clinical faculty at the University of Washington and Oregon Health & Sciences University.  In addition Joe is a site reviewer for the Public Health Accreditation Board to assess public health system competencies of Tribal, State, and Local Health Jurisdictions.

Becky Fontaine

Becky A. Fontaine, Development Director, American Red Cross Mount Rainier Chapter. In October 2008, Becky joined the team at the American Red Cross Mount Rainier Chapter as the Development Director. Her work encompasses not only leading the efforts in raising funds for the chapter, but also fostering relationships and agreements with various groups within the chapter’s jurisdiction that will help us further our mission. She has 30 years of work experience with non-profit organizations in Pierce County serving children and families. In both her professional and volunteer work, she has been fortunate enough to have created many working agreements, formal and informal, with various groups of people and deepened her understanding of cultural differences. 

Maria Candelaria Suarez Gardipee 
Maria C. Gardipee serves as the Tribal Liaison for the Washington State Department of Health. During her 23 years with the DOH Maria has worked as; Director of the Agricultural Employee Program, Director of the Office of Health Systems Development, Administrator in the Health Systems Quality Assurance Unit; and Program Manager in the Health Professions Licensing Section. Prior to her service with state government, Maria worked in Migrant and Community Health Centers in Idaho, Oregon, Texas and Washington.  During her 15 years with health centers, she served as; the Director of several Health Centers, Health Clinic Manager, Medical Records Administrator and Community Health Advocate. Maria has been recognized for her work as a principal founder of the Northwest Regional Primary Care Association.  She was the Regional Association’s Board President and served as Board Member of the Washington State Primary Care Association.  Maria was the first Hispanic woman elected President of the National Association of Community Health Centers.  She was appointed member of the National Advisory Council on National Health Service Corps by the Secretary of Health and Human Services.

Maria was also recognized for her work to address issues affecting farm workers, minority and low-income populations that include:

· Governor Gary Locke - for efforts to improve the lives of Farm Workers and their families by addressing Farm worker housing health and safety issues.

· Dr. Sherman L. Cox, Assistant Secretary for Health Systems Quality Assurance Division - Outstanding Leadership Award - for providing vision and excellence as Director of the Office of Health Services Development

· Washington Human Development Corporation - Golden Aztec Award - for “causing major changes in management’s attitudes to materially benefit women, Spanish-speaking and other minority groups in employment, development and use of  skills”

· The United States Public Health Service Director’s Award - for dedicated service as a member of the National Health Service Corps.  

Cindy Gleason

Cindy Gleason recently was promoted to the Countermeasure and Training Manager at Department of Health after spending a little more than a year coordinating the state response to H1N1 Pan Flu as the DOH H1N1 Pan Flu Coordinator.  She will be responsible for completing the update to the Pan Flu Plan and the Improvement Plan. In her new position, she will be managing the alert and warning system, training and emergency health and medical logistics and countermeasure delivery. Prior to these positions, she was responsible for coordinating the development of the DOH Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan, including Pan Flu Contingency Planning and Mass Fatality Planning and the Agency Emergency Operations Center.  

She has worked for the Department of Health for 17 years in various parts of the agency. Cindy has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Outdoor Recreation Management/Environmental Education from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale and has two grown children and lives in Tumwater.

TJ Harmon

TJ Harmon is an internationally certified emergency management specialist well known in Washington State, having worked in disaster preparedness and response for over 30 years. TJ was the first person in Washington State to earn a degree in Emergency Management. She later returned to initiate the Emergency Management program at Western Washington University, where she has taught online courses in disaster program development.  Locally, TJ previously served as the Island County Emergency Management Director, as well as the Executive Director of the Island County Red Cross.  TJ has served on numerous state committees and workgroups, including an appointment to the Governor’s Committee on Terrorism in 1999, and selection as the Region 1 Public Health Bioterrorism Coordinator in 2002. Her company, Northwest Emergency Services, has provided consultation, planning, and training to businesses, tribes and local government agencies throughout Washington State since 1992.  TJ also volunteers as the Project Protect Program Development Director for the Ladies Auxiliary of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Washington State.
Mike Harryman
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Mike Harryman joined the Public Health  Emergency Preparedness Program (PHEP) in February 2006 and currently serves as its manager.  PHEP is responsible for emergency preparedness within Oregon, particularly related to public health and medical services. Under the National Response Framework, this is known as the Emergency Support Function 8 (ESF 8). Mr. Harryman also maintains the State’s ESF 8 Agency Operation Center (AOC), which is capable of local, state, or federal response and recovery operations on a 24/7 basis during any all-hazard incident. 

Some of PHEP key partners are: Oregon’s 36 county emergency managers, 33 local health departments, 62 hospitals (ranging from Trauma Level IV to Level I), FEMA Region X ESF 8 personnel, nine federally recognized tribes, and our cooperative grantors, including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness & Response (ASPR) in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Hospital Preparedness Program (HPP), and the Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program (CSEPP/FEMA). 

Mr. Harryman retired as a Master Sergeant from the U.S. Army in 1999 after serving 23-years and is a Veteran of the Gulf War. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Management from the University of Phoenix and is currently enrolled in the Master’s program for Emergency & Disaster Management through the America Public University System. 

Mr. Harryman is the current president for the Oregon Emergency Management Association and is Region 9 &10 Director’s of Public Health Preparedness representative for the Association of State & Territories Health Officials. Additionally, he is an active member of both the International Emergency Management Association and the National Emergency Management Association and serves on the FEMA Region X Advisory Council.
Brad Halstead

Brad Halstead has worked with the Washington State Department of Health for 20 years. Most of that time was spent working in the Contracts Office assisting state Department of Health staff initiate contracts with partners to fulfill program goals. These partners include local health, Washington tribes, private and non-profit entities among others. Part of this time was also spent assisting the newly formed Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response (PHEPR) program establish contracts with preparedness partners throughout Washington State and the country. Since January 2008, Brad has worked in the PHEPR program as a finance analyst, where he assists state staff and preparedness partners with finance and contract issues. 

Andrew Hendrickson
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Mr. Andrew Hendrickson is a long-time employee of FEMA Region 10 and currently works in the NP Division as the Tribal Preparedness Liaison.  He is currently on the national FEMA Tribal Policy Working Group. Andrew has deployed to approximately 25 presidentially declared disasters in his time with FEMA.  In addition to working on most disasters in Region 10, Andrew has also supported Hurricanes Hugo, Iniki and Katrina, the Mid-west floods of 1993, the attacks on 9/11 and others.  During disaster deployments, assignments filled include State Liaison, ESF-9 Coordinator, and Tribal Liaison supporting field operations with Native American communities. An active lifestyle is important to Andrew.  He regularly plays basketball, jogs, rides his motorcycle, skis, works in his garden and hunts wild mushrooms.  

Robert I. Holden (Choctaw and Chickasaw)
Robert Holden is of Choctaw and Chickasaw descent and is Deputy Director of the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), the oldest and largest national tribal government advocacy organization in the country, located in Washington, D.C.  Mr. Holden manages the NCAI/Environmental Protection Agency Exchange Network cooperative agreement to increase and enhance tribal capacity and participation in the Exchange Network through grants to tribes to develop their capacity for environmental quality data collection and sharing. 

Mr. Holden’s previous work includes monitoring federal program activities to ensure cultural resource protection compliance and trust responsibility requirements to tribal governments, lands and peoples are met.  He continues to monitor tribal participation in homeland security and emergency management matters to ensure tribal inclusion in federal funding, programmatic and national strategy development.  Mr. Holden has experience in federal evaluation of radiological emergency preparedness exercises, and assisted in developing tribal emergency management planning courses at the National Emergency Training Center’s Emergency Management Institute, and serves as an adjunct instructor for the courses. Mr. Holden coordinated tribal workgroups in developing the U.S. Department of Defense American Indian and Alaska Native Policy, and revising the U.S. Department of Energy American Indian and Alaska Native Tribal Government Policy.  

Eric Holdeman

Eric Holdeman joined the Port of Tacoma as Director of Security in March 2009.   In this position he is responsible for port security, emergency management and risk management for all port activities.  This includes the administration of grants associated with port security.  Prior to joining the Port of Tacoma he worked for ICF International, consulting in the areas of emergency management and homeland security.  Before going to ICF he was a local emergency management director for King County Washington which is the metropolitan Seattle area.  Immediately prior to assuming his position in King County he worked for the Washington State Division of Emergency Management for five years.  While with Washington State Eric served in a number of increasingly responsible supervisory positions in the areas of operations, training, public education, disaster exercises, and plans.  He also served as an Infantry Officer for 20 years.

Jenny Holladay

Jenny Holladay serves as a Regional Emergency Management Specialist for the Administration for Children & Families in Region 10, an agency of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.  Jenny has worked for HHS for more than 10 years and participated in numerous emergency planning and response activities, including Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane Dean, Hurricanes Gustav/Ike and North Dakota flooding.  In her current position, she works with States, Tribes, and other jurisdictions and community organizations in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon & Washington to build preparedness and response capacity for human services, particularly for people with access and functional needs.
Alysha Kaplan

Aysha Kaplan is a Regional Public Assistance Supervisor in the Washington Military Department’s Emergency Management Division.  Alysha has over five years of experience in the field of Emergency Management and Recovery.  Alysha's background is quite varied and includes significant private industry experience as well as grant administration.  She is originally from New Orleans and now lives in the Tacoma area.
Ana-Marie Jones

Ana-Marie Jones is the Executive Director of CARD - Collaborating Agencies Responding to Disasters. CARD is a non-profit agency created by local non-profits after the 1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake, to champion preparedness for non-profits and the vulnerable communities they serve. Before joining emergency services efforts in California in 1989, Ana-Marie worked in New York City in the field of advertising and marketing research. She serves on numerous working groups, committees and advisory groups related to emergency preparedness and disaster response, and she is on the faculty of UC Berkeley's Center for Infectious Disease Preparedness. Ms. Jones is a popular keynote speaker and presenter for local, regional and national entities including MRC, RAND Corporation, CDC, and the Department of Homeland Security. 

What is most important however is that Ana-Marie Jones is a passionate advocate for transforming the whole emergency preparedness conversation, and building resilient communities, where even the most vulnerable people will survive, thrive and prosper!

David Kerschner
David Kerschner, RN, MSN has been working for the Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) as a Regional Emergency Coordinator in Region X. (Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington) since 2007. He has a Master of Science in Nursing from the University of Alabama in Birmingham and a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University of Florida. He retired last year from the US Public Health Service Commissioned Corps with the rank of Captain after 30 completing years of uniform service. David’s previous duty assignments include the Survey and Certification Branch, Centers of HHS Region X Medicare and Medicaid Services where he was a Nurse Consultant and Branch manager.  He has also worked with the Indian Health Service on reservations in Northern Arizona and Eastern Oregon as a Public Health Nurse and Community Health Services Director. He and his wife coach downhill racing for skiers with developmental disabilities and enjoys SCUBA diving in tropical waters. 

Laura Kingman

Laura Kingman is a Special Deputy with the Washington State Patrol and the State Interoperability Executive Committee (SIEC) Outreach and Legislative Affairs Manager. Laura comes to the SIEC with over 20 years of professional experience divided equally between the public and private sectors in communications, stakeholder outreach, legislative affairs, marketing, advertising, and public relations. She has helped engineering firms double their billings as the Director of Business Development and worked on million dollar advertising and public education campaigns. She has worked for the Washington State Department of Transportation, SCA Engineering and KOMO Radio and Television. She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Communications – with honors - from Washington State University. She excels at bringing people together to achieve mutual goals. She encourages you to stay in touch with her and let her know what she can do to help you achieve your operability and interoperability goals.
Sheryl Lowe (Jamestown S’Klallam/Bella Coola)
Sheryl Lowe is currently the Executive Director of the American Indian Health Commission for Washington State.  Prior to joining the Commission, Sheryl worked in the aging field for nearly twelve years as a Planning Director and Tribal Liaison for a 4-county Area Agency on Aging, then as Executive Director of a Community Partnership for Older Adults organization.   Ms. Lowe is Jamestown S’Klallam/Bella Coola Indian and worked for her own Tribe, Jamestown S’Klallam for 15 years prior in the areas of governance/sovereignty, resource development, strategic planning and policy.  She has a B.A. in Business Administration/Indian Studies, is working on her Master’s Degree in Public Administration/Tribal Governance, and recently was awarded and completed a Fellowship in National Rural Health Policy.  

Major General Timothy J. Lowenberg
Major General Timothy J. Lowenberg was appointed as Adjutant General of the State of Washington on 13 September 1999. As the Adjutant General, he is the commander of all Washington Army and Air National Guard forces and Director of the state’s Emergency Management and Enhanced 911 programs. General Lowenberg also serves as Homeland Security Advisor to the Governor of Washington and as State Administrative Agent (SAA) for all U.S. Department of Homeland Security grants awarded to Washington State, local, tribal and non-profit agencies and organizations. In addition, he is Chair of Homeland Defense and Homeland Security of the Adjutants General Association of the United States (AGAUS); immediate past Chair of the Governors Homeland Security Advisors [NGA] Council (National Governors Association Center for Best Practices); founding Co-Chair of the National Homeland Security Consortium -a coalition of more than two-dozen public and private sector national associations, and Co-Executive of the national Strategic Advisory Council on Achieving Interoperability in a Net-Centric Environment. 

General Lowenberg is a distinguished graduate of the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC). He received his commission in 1968 concurrent with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from the University of Iowa. He earned a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from the University of Iowa, College of Law in 1971. 

Dr. Anthony Marfin

Dr. Anthony Marfin has been the Washington’s State Epidemiologist for Communicable Diseases since February 2009 and a Clinical Professor with an appointment in Epidemiology at the University of Washington. He is trained in Internal Medicine, Infectious Diseases, and Pulmonary Medicine and served as an Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer at CDC. Following this training, he served as a Medical Epidemiologist for 11 years with the CDC’s Divisions of Vector-Borne Infectious Diseases, of Global Migration and Quarantine, and of STD Prevention. Most recently, he served for two years with CDC’s Influenza Division and was assigned to the U.S. Naval Medical Research Unit in Cairo, Egypt as a regional influenza subject matter expert. His primary epidemiology study interests have been the study of bacterial and viral pathogens causing encephalitis and meningitis; mosquito-borne diseases; the use of nonpharmaceutical interventions for the control of diseases with pandemic or epidemic potential; and the risk of transfusion practices as a mechanism for transmission of infectious diseases.

Beth McGinnis

Beth McGinnis received a Master of Public Health degree (2002) from Oregon State University and a Bachelor of Science in Public Health Education (2000) from James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Prior to her work in the MCHD APC program, she coordinated a CDC funded demonstration project on pandemic influenza planning in health care settings for the Region I Health Preparedness Organization, based at MCHD. Additionally, she spent six years working in HIV prevention and care services administration and planning in Washington State. 

Tara Melinkovich

Tara Melinkovich, MPH, is the Outreach and Training Design Specialist at the Northwest Center for Public Health Practice (NWCPHP). She works directly with regional partners in six Pacific Northwest states (Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming) to strengthen existing relationships, manage NWCPHP training activities and identify new regional training needs. She is also responsible for expanding regional relationships through various outreach activities.  Ms. Melinkovich graduated with a Master of Public Health from the University of Washington, with a focus in Community Oriented Public Health Practice. Before joining the public health world, Ms. Melinkovich was active in the Seattle theatre community as both a performer and writer. 

Kenneth Murphy

Kenneth Dean Murphy was appointed as the Regional Administrator for the Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Region X on 29 June 2010.  In this role, he oversees and coordinates FEMA’s all-hazards preparedness and emergency management efforts for Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington, through offices located in Anchorage, Alaska; Hermiston Oregon; and three facilities located near Bothell, Washington.  These efforts include developing, implementing and executing FEMA’s mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery programs—in close coordination with a strong team of partners from all levels of government, volunteer and faith-based groups, and business communities. Mr. Murphy brings an extensive background in emergency services and coordinated response to his position as Regional Administrator. As the Oregon Emergency Management Director from 2003 to 2010, Murphy was responsible for coordinating activities with state, local, private sector and tribal emergency service agencies to develop and implement all-hazards disaster preparedness and Homeland Security programs to serve the citizens of Oregon.  He also served on the Oregon Homeland Security Council, Oregon's State Interoperability Executive Council, the Governor's Search and Rescue Policy Commission, Governor’s Recovery Cabinet, vice chair of the Western States Seismic Safety Policy Council, as well as on FEMA's National Advisory Council.  Murphy oversaw the response and recovery for six Presidential and eight Gubernatorial disaster declarations in Oregon.

Murphy spent nearly three decades as a member of the Oregon Army National Guard, in traditional and active duty roles.  During that time, he served as Director of Military Support to Civilian Authorities, where he was responsible for the Guard's coordination and response to emergencies.  He also was Chief of the U.S. Army's European Crisis Action Team in Heidelberg, Germany, where he managed and coordinated military emergency response throughout Europe.

Murphy is a past President of the National Emergency Management Association.  During his term as President of the National Emergency Management Association, Mr. Murphy instituted quarterly meetings with the Secretary of Homeland Security and the FEMA Administrator, opening new lines of understanding and collaboration.  He also—in collaboration with FEMA—held meetings and started the process of expanding mutual aid compacts between the United States and Canada, and continued this process to include Mexico. He is a graduate of Concordia University with a bachelor’s degree in management and communications, the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College and the Naval Post Graduate School Executive Leadership Program.

David H. Owens

Dave Owens is the Emergency Health and Medical Logistics Program Manager at the Washington State Department of Health.  He spent twenty-four years with the United States Air Force, retiring in 1997.  He then went to work for the state with the Department of Labor and Industries, where he served as the Agency Emergency Manager.  He moved to the Department of Health in 2001 as the National Pharmaceutical Stockpile planner.  He currently manages the Strategic National Stockpile Program, the Cities Readiness Initiative Program, the CHEMPACK Program, and the Public Health and Medical Infrastructure Protection Program.  During emergencies affecting local or tribal jurisdictions that require additional SNS resources he manages the state Reception, Storage and Staging Warehouse or if SNS resources are not required serves as a liaison for the department at the State Emergency Operations Center.

Carey Palm

Carey Palm is the Tribal Liaison and Geographic Information System (GIS) Specialist for the Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) program under the Oregon Health Authority (Public Health Division). She provides technical assistance and leadership in emergency planning, exercise, response and communications. She facilitates the integration and coordination of tribal, state and local emergency response plans, including the receipt and distribution of state assets such as Strategic National Stockpile (SNS), vaccine and antivirals.

Carey has a Bachelor of Science in Analytical Cartography from the Ohio State University. She has worked for the Public Health Emergency Preparedness program since 2006. Prior to Preparedness, Carey spent three years on the southern Oregon Coast as the GIS Analyst for the Coquille Indian Tribe. 

Carl Rebstock
Carl Rebstock is assisting the Nisqually Indian Tribe develop an emergency and special event management program.  He has 29 years active and Reserve duty experience in emergency management and medical operations with the US Army.  He currently directs the Puget Sound Federal Coordinating Center, an element of the National Disaster Medical System.  He is proud to serve as the Secretary of the Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council, as the NWTEMC’s alternate to the State Interoperability Executive Committee, and on the 2010 Tribal Emergency Preparedness Conference planning committee.  Carl lives in Olympia, Washington.

Shawn Roberts
Shawn Roberts is an Emergency Preparedness Specialist with the Washington State Department of Health, Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Program (PHEPR).  His work includes: developing and writing emergency response plans for the agency; training staff to agency preparedness standards; developing and conducting exercises throughout the agency.  Shawn has worked for the Department of Health since 2006 and has worked for PHEPR for the past three years.  He is the Planning Section lead in the DOH Emergency Operations Center and has participated in several EOC activations, which include real events and exercises.   In 2004, Shawn received his degree in Business Management from Oral Roberts University in Tulsa Oklahoma.  

Mary C. Selecky
Mary C. Selecky has served as Secretary of the Washington State Department of Health since March 1999, serving under Governor Chris Gregoire and former Governor Gary Locke.  Prior to working for the state, Mary had 20-year tenure as administrator of the Northeast Tri-County Health District in Colville, Washington.  Coming from one of Washington’s most rural areas, Mary is keenly aware of the unique challenges facing rural communities. In 1989, Mary helped create the state’s Department of Health, which she now leads.  She was also instrumental in developing Washington’s nationally recognized Public Health Improvement Partnership.
Throughout her career, Mary has been a leader in developing local, state, and national public health policies.  Mary has served for two terms as the president of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, receiving the 2010 American Medical Association’s Nathan Davis Award for Outstanding Government Service; and is a past president of the Washington State Association of Local Public Health Officials.  Mary served on the Board of Directors of the National Association of City and County Health Official.
On a statewide level, Mary has made tobacco prevention and control, patient safety, and emergency preparedness her top priorities.  Mary is known for bringing people and organizations together to improve the public health system and the health of people in Washington.  Mary graduated from the University of Pennsylvania with a degree in political science and history, and has been a resident of Washington for 36 years.

Aron Stephens
Aron Stephens received a Master of Public Health degree in 2007 from Portland State University and a Bachelor of Science in 2003 from the University of Vermont. Prior to her work in the MCHD APC program, she helped develop a CDC funded demonstration project on pandemic influenza planning in health care settings for the Region I Health Preparedness Organization, based at MCHD. She's worked in other emergency preparedness projects within the department, as well as in chronic disease prevention. Prior to the health department, she coordinated patient advocacy programs at the National Psoriasis Foundation.

Andy Stergachis
Andy Stergachis, Ph.D., R.Ph., is Professor of Epidemiology and Global Health and Adjunct Professor of Pharmacy and Health Services, School of Public Health, University of Washington.  He has chaired the University’s Department of Pharmacy, the Department of Pathobiology, and served as Associate Dean of the School of Public Health.  He earned his pharmacy degree from Washington State University and his M.S. and Ph.D. in Social and Administrative Pharmacy from the University of Minnesota.  Andy is Co-Director of the University of Washington’s Graduate Certificate Program in Emergency Preparedness and Response.  He has served as a Strategic National Stockpile Coordinator for Region 6, King County, Washington and is presently pharmacy advisor to Public Health-Seattle & King County Preparedness Section.  Based in the Northwest Center for Public Health Practice, he teaches and provides technical assistance on emergency preparedness, including mass dispensing, and participates in trainings and exercises pertaining to public health preparedness and response.  In the past year, Andy received the Innovative Pharmacy Practice Award from the Washington State Pharmacy Association, and the UW School of Public Health Faculty Community Service Award, in part, for his efforts linking the public health and the pharmacy communities in response to the 2009 H1N1 influenza outbreak. 

Lewissa Swanson

Lewissa Swanson serves as a Regional Emergency Management Specialist for the Administration for Children & Families in Region 10, an agency of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.  Lewissa has a Master’s Degree in Public Affairs from the University of Minnesota Hubert Humphrey Institute Of Public Policy in Minneapolis.  She has worked for ACF for seven years and participated in disaster responses for Iowa flooding, Hurricane Dean, Hurricanes Gustav/Ike, and the 2008 Presidential inauguration.  In her current position, she works with States, Tribes, and other jurisdictions and community organizations in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington to build preparedness and response capacity for human services, particularly for people with access and functional needs.
John Ufford

John Ufford (uf-ford) is the Washington State Emergency Management Division (EMD) Section Manager for Planning, Analysis, and Logistics.  Within EMD, John has responsibility for developing State level emergency plans including the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and the Hazard Identification and Vulnerability Assessment.  In addition, he also oversees the Infrastructure, Transportation Security, Homeland Security Planning, and Emergency Logistics programs. His academic credentials include a B.S. in Chemistry from the Air Force Academy and a M.A. in Human Resources Management from Webster University in St. Louis.  He is a trained Emergency Manager, Aircraft Accident Investigator, Business Process Reengineering specialist and a Business Continuity Planner.

Dr. Thomas Weiser

Dr. Tom Weiser has been working as the Medical Epidemiologist for the Portland Area Indian Health Service since July, 2007 and is assigned to  the Northwest Tribal Epidemiology Center where he works on disease surveillance, improving  immunization coverage and quality improvement in healthcare. He is a Family Physician and continues to practice part-time at the Western Oregon Service Unit in Salem. Prior to coming to the Portland Area, Dr. Weiser worked as a clinician for the Indian Health Service on the White Mountain Apache Reservation in Arizona from 1998-2005. From 2005-2007, he completed training in field epidemiology with the CDC Epidemic Intelligence Service.

Patrick Vacha

Patrick Vacha is the Emergency Management Coordinator for Indian Affairs – Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Services. After 6 years as a Military Police Officer in the US Army Reserve, Patrick spent 13 years in private industry until the events of September 11th refocused his priorities and he returned to law enforcement in April of 2003. While serving as an Agent with the newly formed Department of Homeland Security, he was involved in variety of security and emergency management programs.  He was then tapped to be the facility Intelligence Officer and spent time with the National Joint Terrorism Task Force (NJTTF) and other Intelligence Community partners.  Initially hired as a Physical Security Inspector for the Indian Affairs Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Services (OHSES) in June of 2007, he was instrumental in standing up the Office’s implementation of the National Infrastructure Protection Program (NIPP).  He was then selected as the Indian Affairs Emergency Management Coordinator in October of 2008 where he currently serves.

Anne Widney

Anne Widney is the ASPR Hospital Preparedness Program (HPP) and Healthcare Coalitions Program Manager within the Washington State Department of Health’s Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Program. In this role she has responsibility for coordinating ASPR HPP grant and report writing and contract activities as well as the priorities and activities of nine regional emergency response healthcare coalitions across the state. 
Lynda Zambrano

Lynda Zambrano is currently the Executive Director of the Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council. Lynda is recently married to Rick Zambrano and shares seven children between them. Lynda began her career in public safety in 1993, working with the Snohomish County Sheriff's Department in Community Policing. She has since then worked as the Administrator of the Tulalip Health Clinic, Director of Emergency Management for the Tulalip Tribes, Executive Director of Health and Human Services for the Snoqualmie Tribe, and now, the Executive Director of the NWTEMC. Most recently, Lynda's work has involved developing a Chemical and Alcohol Prevention facility in Washington, as well as taking the NWTEMC to the national front under the newly formed parent organization, the National Tribal Emergency Management Council (NTEMC). 

John Zingg

John Zingg is retired and spends all his available time volunteering between the American Red Cross and his local school district where he serve on the districts school board. John’s primary duty with the RC is as chairman of the States RC Consortium committee on Native American Issues. His main focus has been to develop partnerships with as many tribes in his state as possible. They currently have partnerships with all of the 29 federally recognized tribes in their state. John’s main hobbies are reading and competition pistol shooting. John lives in the town of Mica, WA which is about 9 miles South of Spokane and is currently representing the Kalispel Tribe at all NWTEMC meetings and have been involved with the NWTEMC for the last three years.
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